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UNIT | Students’ Life

PART | Text Victor’s Working Day

Now Victor is a first-year student of the Belarusian State University of Informatics and
Radioelectronics. He studies full-time. In June he left school and got his school leaving
certificate. Then he took his entrance examinations in July, passed them well and was
admitted to the University. The University is situated in the center of the city in 6 P. Brovka
street.

Victor’s working day begins early. Every morning the alarm clock tries to wake him up
at seven sharp, but it can never do it. In fact, it is always his mother who awakes him every
morning. He gets up, airs the room, makes his bed and does his morning gymnastics.
Then he goes to the bathroom where he takes a cold shower, washes and brushes his
teeth. It helps him feel strong all day long. In a quarter of an hour he’s ready for breakfast.

As breakfast is usually served in the kitchen, the family are already there. It is the
mother who makes and serves it to all of them, but they all help her. For breakfast they
usually have tea or coffee with some sandwiches and jam. Their breakfast is always light
and quick.

At half past seven Victor leaves home and hurries to the University. He goes there by
bus. The bus stop is about 5 minutes’ walk from his house. It takes him 20 minutes to get
to the University. So, he is always in time for his classes. The students who live in the
dormitory go to the University on foot, but Victor knows at least 2 of them who are always
late for their lectures.

Victor takes radioengineering. His classes begin at 8 o’clock. According to the time-
table Victor generally has three or four lectures every day. He attends lectures, practical
classes, labs and seminars. The classes are over at 3 o’clock. He works hard at his
classes and after that he has lunch at the students’ canteen and spends 2 or 3 hours at
the library.

Every day Victor looks through the notes of the lectures. He always takes notes of all
lectures which are very helpful when he gets ready for his seminars and lab works.

Victor normally finishes his work at about half past five. He usually arrives home at 6
o’clock p.m. This is his dinner time. After dinner he likes to listen to some music or watch
TV. He often helps his younger brother with his home work in maths. Sometimes he and
his friend go out in the evening. They usually go to the movies or to a concert.

Along with his studies Victor goes in for swimming. He has his training in the
swimming-pool three times a week.

Victor's parents usually return home at 7 o’clock. When Victor is at home, they have
supper together. At supper they discuss their working day and make plans for tomorrow.

As a rule, Victor goes to bed at about 11. Before going to sleep he likes to do some
reading, but sometimes he feels so tired that he falls asleep at once.

A. Active Vocabulary

Nouns and Noun Phrases

canteen — bydeT, cTonosas

entrance — Bxog, npuem, NocTynneHme

~ examinations — BCTynuTenbHbl€ 3K3aMeHbI
first-year student — nepBokypCHUK

lecture — nekuus

library — 6ubnunoteka

time-table - pacnucanue



Verbs and Verbal Phrases

arrive (in Minsk, at the Minsk airport, at Slutsk) — npnesaxaTb, NpubsIBaThH

attend — nocewaTb(nekunn, 3aHATUSA)

be fond of smth. — no6uTL, yBNekateca yem-nnbo

be in one’s first (second, ...) year — ObITb Ha NepBoM (BTOPOM, ...) Kypce

be interested in smth. — nHTepecoBartbca Yem-nmbo

be in time for smth. — npninTn BoBpemsi, B Cpok (He onosaaTb)

be late for smth. — onasgbiBaTth Kyaa -nnbo

be over — 6bITb OKOHYEHHbIM

do morning gymnastics (exercises) — genaTtb yTPEHHIO MMMHACTUKY

do smth. at breakfast (dinner, lunch, supper) — genatb 4T0-TO 3a 3aBTpakom (0begom,
NeHYeM, Y>KUHOM)

enter a university — nocTynuTb B yHMBEPCUTET

get ready for smth. (syn.) to prepare for smth. — rotoBUTbHCS K YeMy-1Mbo

go by bus (tram, trolley-bus, subway) — e3agntb Ha aBTObYyCe, TpamBae, Tponnenbyce, Ha
MeTpo

go on foot — xoanTb neLwkom

go in for sports — 3aHMMaTbCsA CNOpPTOM

graduate from a university — 3akaH4MBaTb yHMBEPCUTET

have smth. for breakfast (dinner, lunch, supper) — ectb 4to-nM60O Ha 3aBTpak (0b6en, NeHuy,
Y)KUH)

hurry - cnewnTb

leave school (college) — 3akaH4MBaTb LLKONY (KOMNeox)

pass an exam — BblaepxaTb (coaTb) ak3ameH

take a course (subject) — nusyyatb Kypc (Mpegmer)

take an exam — caaBaTb 9k3ameH

take notes of smth. — genaTtb 3ameTkK, 3anncbiBaTb, KOHCNEKTUPOBATb

take part in smth. — npuHMmaTb yyactue B

work at smth. — paboTaTb Hag 4em -To

Conjunctions

according to — cornacHo, B COOTBETCTBUM C
along with — Hapsagy c

B. Passive Vocabulary

awake - 6yanTtb

be admitted to — ObITb NPUHATLIM B

dormitory (syn. hostel) - obwexntne

fall asleep - 3acbinatb

miss classes (a lecture) — nponyckaTb 3aHsATME (NEKLMIO)
school leaving certificate — atTectat

Class Vocabulary Exercises

I Repeat and translate into Russian
a) the following words with the stress on the first syllable:
student, entrance, center, quarter, breakfast, kitchen, sandwich, lecture, practical,
library, seminar, usually, normally, generally, listen, hurry



Il

1.

IV.

V.

b) the following words with the stress on the second syllable:

admit, begin, awake, gymnastics, according, prepare, arrive, especially, research,
discuss

c) the following words with two or more stresses:
university, examination, swimming-pool, investigation, along with, according to

Repeat and translate into Russian the following sentences

1. Now I'm a first-year student of the Belarusian State University of Informatics and
Radioelectronics. 2. Every morning the alarm clock tries to wake me up at seven
sharps. 3. It is always my mother who awakes me every morning. 4. | get up, air the
room, make my bed and do my morning gymnastics. 5. It is my mother who makes
and serves breakfast to all of us. 6. The bus stop is about 5 minutes’ walk from my
house. 7. | take physics at the university. 8. | always take the notes of all lectures.
9. Along with my studies | go in for swimming. 10 It takes me a quarter of an hour to
get to the university. 11. The plane arrives at the Dallas airport at 11 a.m. sharp.

12. Please, call me when you arrive in New York. 13. After he arrives home he
usually has a short rest. 14. | like a cup of strong coffee without milk for breakfast.
15. | always listen to the latest news over radio at breakfast. 16. I'm generally quite
busy on the weekdays. 17. What do you normally do on your weekend?

Form and translate into Russian

a) nouns of the following verbs using suffixes: -ation, -ant, -er, -ance, -al

to examine, to lecture, to attend, to arrive, to attend, to enter, to graduate, to leave,
to situate, to discuss, to work, to prepare, to wash

b) verbs of the following nouns

worker, listener, reader, writer, lecturer, entrance, admittance, arrival, graduation,
training, swimming, preparation

Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with similar meaning

a) to walk, to come home, to attend, to work hard, to do morning exercises,
sometimes, to go to bed, to feel tired, cinema

b) to visit, to work very much, to fall asleep, movie theater, to be tired, to go on
foot, to arrive home, from time to time, to do morning gymnastics

Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with contrary meaning

a) ‘morning, week end, to switch on, to go in, to pass an exam, to get up, supper, to
finish, to dislike, to arrive home, to have a rest, movie theater

b) to switch off, to go out, evening, breakfast, to go to bed, to feel tired, to like, to
begin, to leave home, week days, to fail in an exam, theater

Make up your own sentences using the following words and word combinations
First-year student, time-table, to be in one’s second year, to be interested in smth., to
arrive in Moscow, to attend a lecture on chemistry, to arrive home, to be in time for, to
be late for, to be over, to fail in an exam, to take notes, to be about 10 minutes’ walk
from, to take part in, to take subjects at a university, on the weekdays, on the
weekends, to enter a university, to graduate from a university

Special Difficulties

Read the sentences, saying how often some things happen. Be sure you put the
frequency adverb before the main verb but after don’t/doesn’t



Model 1: Kate’s mornings start rather late (usually).
Kate’s mornings usually start rather late.

Model 2: Kate has breakfast early (not often).
Kate doesn’t often have breakfast early.

1. Tom brings Kate a cup of tea in bed (usually).

2. Kate does housework on Saturday (sometimes).

3. Mary takes the dog for a walk (often).

4. Susan reads the newspaper at some time during the weekend (always).
5. Ann visits her elderly mother in London (quite often).

6. They have breakfast (not usually).

7.  They have Saturday lunch (not often).

8. They have a heavy meal in the evening (hardly ever).

9. Tom does the crossword puzzle in the Saturday newspaper (normally).
10. Tom lies in on Sunday morning (almost always).

11. They go out in their car on Sunday afternoons (quite often).

Il. Complete the sentences using the word “to listen”. Mind the use of the preposition

“to” after the verb “to listen”

Model: What does she usually do in the evening?
She listens to the radio.

1. Mike ... the news. 2. We ... music. 3. Jane ... a record. 4. The students ... a new
radio-program. 5. My father ... the 9 o’clock news.

Illl.  Fill in the blanks with either “on”or “in” using the model

Model: In the evening he usually listens to the radio.
But on Sunday morning he watches TV.

1. He generally goes to bed at 10 o’clock ... the evening. But ... Sunday evening he
goes to bed at 11 o’clock. 2. My father finishes his work at 6 o’clock ... the evening
as arule. But ..."Saturday evening he finishes his work at 5 o’clock. 3. Helen
normally gets'up at 7 o’clock ... the morning. But ... Sunday morning she gets up at 9
o'clock. 4.1don’t usually watch TV ... the morning. But ... Sunday morning | always
watch TV.

IV. Answer the questions according to the model

Model: How long does it take you to get to the University? (half an hour)
It takes me half an hour to get to the University.

1. How long does it take Helen to have breakfast? (twenty minutes). 2. How long
does it take Peter and Mary to get to the Institute? (50 minutes). 3. How long does it
take Nick to do his homework? (about three hours). 4. How long does it take you to
get to the bus-stop? (five minutes). 5. How long does it usually take you to do English
exercises? (half an hour). 6. How long does it take him to read the newspaper?
(from thirty to forty minutes).

V. Make up sentences using the word combination “to be about 10 minutes’ walk from”

Model: The bus-stop / my house.
The bus-stop is about 10 minutes’ walk from my house.



1. The movie theater / out Institute. 2. Our dorm / the library. 3. My house / the
museum. 4. The University / the square. 5. The canteen / the reading hall.

VI. Read and translate the following sentences into Russian
1. Itis always my mother who awakes me every morning. 2. It is my mother who
cooks our breakfast. 3. It was Peter who was late for the lecture. 4. It is our lecturer
who tells us many interesting things about radioengineering. 5. It was in my
childhood when | decided to become an engineer. 6. It was in 2000 when | entered
the Belarusian State University of Informatics and Radioelectronics. 7. It was in
Moscow where my parents got married.

Home Vocabulary Exercises

l. Arrange the following words into your own sentences

1) the, center, of, is situated, in, University, the, the, city.

2) takes, it, me, usually, not more, 20 minutes, to get, than, to, the, University.
3) in, am, for, |, my, always, classes, time.

4) always, Nick, for, lectures, his, late, is; why, ?

5) time-table, according, have, our, we, to, day, lectures, every, four, three, or.
6) are, 3 o'clock, the, at, classes, over.

7)  home, usually, I, p.m., at, 6 o’clock, arrive.

8) TV, after, like, listen, to, watch, music, or, |, dinner, to.

9) swimming-pool, week, three, a, training, my, |, the, have, in, times.

10) at, parents, my, return, home, usually, 6 o’clock.

11) news, watch, I, the, in, evening, the, always.

1. Fill in the blanks with the words given below
Now I'm a first-year ... of the Belarusian State University. | usually ... at 7 o’clock,
have breakfast and go to the ... . I'go to the University by ... . The bus-stop is 5
minutes’ walk from my ... .it takes me 20 ... to get to the University. Our ... begin at 8
o’clock. According to our ... we have 3 lectures every day. The classes are ... at 3
o’clock. After classes | go to the ... , look through my notes of the lectures and get
ready for the ... and lab works. | usually ... home at 6 o’clock p.m. | have dinner
alone because my ...usually come home later. After dinner | go to my room and ...
TV or listen to music. At 9 o’clock | usually have a cup ofteaand a ... . At 10 o’clock |
go to bed.

arrive, bus, classes, get up, house, library, minutes, over, parents, sandwich,
seminars, student, time-table, university, watch.

lll.  Fill in the blanks with prepositions where necessary
1. lusually getup ... 7 o’clock ... the morning.

2. ...60clock ... evening | go home.

3. ... Sunday evening we usually go ...the movies or ... a concert.
4. ... the afternoon he works hard ...English.

5. Sometimes the students spend 4 hours ... the library.
6. My brotheris ... home now.

7. ... Sunday morning | get ... late.

8. The teacher switches ... the light.

9. Don’tgo ... in such bad weather.

10. ... week days | usually get ... early.



IV. Use the proper tense forms

Ok wnN

o N

2)

3)

Last year James (to become) a student of the University of Toronto. Presently
James (to be) a serious student. He (to work) hard. He (to get up) early every day
because he (to like not) to sleep late, and he (to have) breakfast at 7 o’clock. He (to
get) to the University at 7.50 because he (to like) to start his day early. He (to study)
physics and astronomy and he (to have) a part-time job. He (to teach) every noon,
Monday through Friday. Every Wednesday and Friday morning he (to have) a
physics discussion section with his students. His physics lab (to be) on Monday from
8 to 12 and he (to do) lab work on Friday from 2 to 6. His astronomy classes (to be)
on Tuesday and Thursday in the afternoon. James (to be, not) athletic, but he (to
want, not) to get fat, so he (to jog) at the beach on Wednesday and Saturday in the
late afternoon. He also (to play) tennis with Bill on Sunday morning. He (to be)
always very busy. Itis 12 o’clock on Sunday, James and Bill (to talk).

Bill: What you (to do) this afternoon?

James: | (to go) to the library.

Bill: You (to work) hard! You often (to go) to the library?

James: Every day. You see | (to take) my astronomy exam in two weeks.
Bill: How long you (to be going) to stay in the library?

James: Till 7 o’clock.

Bill: You (to want) to go to the cinema with me tonight?

James: I'd love to, but I've got appointment for 7.30.

Translate into English

B nione s caaBan BCTynuTENbHbIE 3K3aMEHbI, CAan UX XOpoLLOo 1 Bbln NPUHAT B
YHUBEPCUTET.

Kaxxgoe yTpo s npockinatocb B CEMb 4acOB POBHO.

MHe TpebyeTcs He 6onbLue 20 MUHYT, YTOBLI NPUrOTOBUTL cebe 3aBTpak.

3a 3aBTpakoM BCs Halla ceMbsi cobupaeTcst BMecTe U 0bCcyKaaeT nnaHbl Ha AeHb.
A He nobnN onasgbiBaTb B YHUBEPCUTET, MO3TOMY S BLIXOXY UX JOMA paHo.

A ycepaHo paboTato Ha 3aHATUAX U B BMbnnoTeke 1 HagekCb caaTb 9K3aMeHb!
XOpOLLO.

Hapsay ¢ MoOMMK 3aHATUSIMU 51 3aHMMAaKOCb TEHHUCOM.

Mpexae YemM 3acHyTb, 1 HEMHOIO YnTato, HO MHOTAa st YyBCTBYHO cebst Takum
yCTaBLUMM, YTO 3ackinato cpasy.

Text Comprehension Exercises

Listen to the text “ Victor’s working day ” and answer the following questions
Where does Victor study?

When does his working day begin?

When are his classes over?

What does Victor usually do after his classes?

Listen to the text again and say which of the following replies is correct
a) Victor is a second-year student.

c) He is a first-year student.

d) He is a third-year student.

a) His working day begins at 7 o’clock.

b) His working day begins late.

c) His working day begins at 6 o’clock.

a) Victor leaves home at 25 minutes past 8 every morning.

b) He leaves home at 25 minutes past 8 on Sunday.



4)

5)

6)

LN

c) He leaves home at half past seven on week days.

a) The bus-stop is about 15 minutes’ walk from his house.
b) The bus-stop is far from his house.

c) The bus-stop is 5 minutes’ walk from his house.

a) He goes to the University by bus.

b) He goes to the University by trolley-bus.

c) He goes to the University on foot.

a) He usually goes straight home after classes.

b) He usually goes to the library after classes.

c) He usually goes to his girl friend’s place after classes.

Text Exercises

Read the text and find in it the English equivalents of the following words and word
combinations and sentences
a) nepBOKYPCHUK, aTTecTaT 06 OKOHYaHUU cpefHeN LLKOMbl, BCTYNUTENbHbIE
3K3aMeHbl, OblTb NMPUHATBLIM B YHUBEPCUTET, (hakTUYECKN, 33 Y>KUHOM, Ha
3aBTpakK, XoauUTb B KMHO, CTENUTb NOCTENb, AT CNaTb, 3acbiNaTb, NO KPanHen
Mepe, ntak
b) 1. MHe TpebyeTcs He Bonee 20 MUHYT, YTOOBI AO0BpPaTLCS A0 yHMBEpPCUTETA.
2. ABTOBYyCHasa ocTaHOBKa HaxoauTcs B 5 MUHyTax xoabbbl OT oMa.
3. A Bcerga npuxoxy BOBPEMS Ha 3aHATUS.
4. B cOOTBETCTBUM C pacnucaHmem y Hac 3 unm 4 nekumm Kaxgbin geHb.
5. A paboTato ynopHO Ha 3aHATUAX U NOCNe 3TOro A NPOBOXY 2 unu 3 Yyaca B
omnbnnoTteke.
6. Hapsigy ¢ MOMMK 3aHATUSAMU B YHUBEPCUTETE S €LLe 3aHMMatoChb NiiaBaHNEM.

Read the text “Victor's Working Day” and answer the following questions
Is Victor a full-time or part-time student of the Belarusian State University of
Informatics and Radioelectronics?

What does Victor take at the University?

Where is Viktor’s university situated?

What time does Victor get up on the weekdays?

What is his usual morning routine at home?

How does Victor get to the University?

What does Victor do at the University till 3 p.m.?

Why does he take notes of all lectures?

Where does Victor normally have his meals?

. What does Victor do when he arrives home from the University?

Does Victor play sports?

.. What does he do in the evening?
. When does Victor see his parents?
. What do all members of the family discuss in the evening?

Agree or disagree to the following sentences. In your answers use the following
conversational formulas of agreement and disagreement. That’s right, true, what you
say is absolutely correct, | fully agree with you; I’ m afraid you are not right, sorry but
you are mistaken, efc.

Victor is a high school student.

Every morning he gets up at 8 o’clock.

It is Victor's younger sister who gets his breakfast ready.

His classes start at 9 in the morning and he goes to school by subway.

It regularly takes him 20 minutes to get to school.




Victor often misses his classes.

7. After classes he plays tennis 3 or 4 hours every day because he is very interested in
this kind of sport.
8. As a rule he goes to bed at around midnight.

IV. Get ready to speak on the following problems using the word combinations
suggested

1. Victor is very busy in the morning (to get up at 7 sharp, to do morning exercises at
the open window, to go to the bathroom, to wash, to take a shower, to shave, to
brush one’s teeth, to have breakfast, to prepare breakfast, for breakfast, at
breakfast).

2. It takes Victor 20 minutes to get to the University (to leave home, to hurry to the
University, to go by bus, to go on foot, to be about 5 minutes’ walk from, to be late for
classes, to be in time, always, never).

3. Victor takes radioengineering (to begin, to be over, classes, lectures, practical
classes, seminars, to take notes of all lectures, to be helpful, to spend 2 or 3 hours at
the library, to have lunch at the students’ canteen).

4.  Victor arrives home at 6 o’clock p.m. ( after dinner, to listen to music, to watch TV, to
help smb. With the home work in maths, to go out, to go to the movies, to a concert,
to go in for swimming, to have one’s trainings in the swimming pool, to return home,
three times a day, to have supper together, to discuss smth., to make plans for the
coming day, to go to bed, to go to sleep, to fall asleep, to feel tired, to do some
reading).

V. Getready:

a) to describe what victor does in the morning,
b) to speak on his way to the University’
c) to speak on his work at the University,
d) to tell us about Victor’s free time in the evening.
PART Il Conversation: Students’ Life
Standard Phrases
Hi, I'm Andy MpuBeT, MeHs 30BYT QHAU

Nice to meet you

How do you find the dorm?

| feel a little confused

You'll get used to

| think I’ll'manage

By the way

We share the same room

As far as know

To tell the truth

Could you lend me your notebook?
No wonder

In my opinion

It wasn’t as good as you are saying
Why don’t you come with us?
Come on don’t be shy

Don’t worry

Pag c Tobon no3HakoOMUTbLCSA

Kak Tebe HpaBuTca obLuexumtmne?

A HeMHOro cmyLacb

Tbl NPUBBLIKHELLIb

A gymato, 4TO 9 CnpasritoCh

Kctatn

Mbl XXnBem B OAHOM KOMHaTe

Hackonbko s 3Hato

Mo npaBae roesops

Tbl HEe MOr Obl OAOMKNTL MHE CBOW KOHCMEKT?
He yameuTenbHo

Mo moemy MHeHUIO

He Bce 6b1510 Tak XOpoLo, KakK Tbl FOBOPULLb
Moyemy 6bl Tebe He NONTK C HAMK?

[a nagHo, He cmyLLancs

He BonHymcs



You'll get over it soon Tbl 9TO CKOpPO npeogoneeLb/ 3TO CKOPO nNponaeT
See you on Saturday YBuanmcs B cy66oT1y

Exercises

l. Complete the missing standard phrases in the following conversation
1. A: Hi,mynameis....I'm....
B: Oh, hello. Nice to meet you.

2. A: |feel confused, as | don’t know anybody around here.

B: Don't.... Youll ... soon.
3. A: Why... yourlectures, Bob?
B: ... loverslept. Could you ... your notebook to ... it?
4. A: What are you doing on Saturday? We are going to the ... .
Why...?
B: Well, I ... .

A: Come on ..., you'll meet some new people there.

5. B: I've heard a lot about the students’ life. | think ...
A: You'll have to manage with many things: exams, boring seminars and labs,
unending lectures.

6. T:lcan’tgetup at7 in the morning. It’s too early for me.
A: ..., with your habit of going to bed at 3 a. m.

7. T:Last year when we were inthe afternoon shift everything was terrific.
A: ltwasn't.... ... , the morning shift is much better.

Il.  Translate the following conversations with standard phrases
1.  A: Tbl 4OMKHO 6bITb TUM?
B: CoBeplueHHO cnpaBeasniveo.
A: MNMpuseT, MeHH 30BYT SHAOM.
B: Pag 1ebsa Buaetsb.

2. A: A HeMHOro cMyLLaloCb, TaK Kak HUKOIO 34eCb He 3Halo.
B: He BosnHy#ncs. 3To ckopo nponger.
A: O, aa, A HacnbIWaH 0 CTyAeHYECKOM XN3HWU. A aymato, 1 CNpasBfitoCb C 3TUM.

3. A: Tbl HE MoOr Obl OJOITKNTb MHE CBOW KOHCMEKT?
B: KoHe4yHO, OH Ha nornke, Tbl 3HaeLlb rae.
A: Cnacubo. Tbl HacToAWMA OPYr.

4. A:4rto Tbl genaewsb B cy660Ty BeyepoM? Mbl cobrupaemcsa nonTu Ha
anckoteky. MNoyemy 6ol Tebe ¢ Hamu He NONUTU?
B: A He 3HatO.....
A: [la nagHo, Tbl TaM CMOXeLLb NO3HAKOMUTBLCSA C HOBLIMU MHTEPECHbLIMU
noapMu.
B: Xopowo. Bctpetnmcea B cy660Ty.

Listen to the conversation “Students’ Life” and answer the following questions
Where do the speakers live?

Do they all study in the same year?

What are their names?

What are the pros and cons of studying in the morning shift?

—
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5. Will Tim manage with his student’s life?

IV. Listen to the conversation “Students” Life” and read it imitating the speaker’s

pronunciation

A:  You must be Tim, Jeff’'s new roommate.

B: Exactly.

A: Hi, 'm Andy. I'm your neighbor, | live in room 204.

B: Oh, hello Andy! Nice to meet you!

A: As far as | know you are a first-year student.

How do you find the dorm?

B: It's OK. I like it. But | feel a little confused, as | know nobody around here, except for
Jeff.

A: Don’t worry, you'll get over it soon. It’s great to be a student. At first, it's a bit difficult
to get up early, to hurry to the University and sit 3 or 4 lectures a day, but you'll get
used to. Everyone does.

B: Yeah, I've heard a lot about the students’ life. | think I'll manage with it.

A: You'll have to manage with many other things: exams, boring seminars and labs,
unending lectures. By the way, meet my friend Bob. We share the same room. Bob,
this is Tim.

C: Oh yeah, Jeff's roommate. Glad to meet you.

B: Soaml, Bob.

A: Why did you miss the lectures, Bob?

C: To tell the truth, | overslept. | can’t get up at 7 you know, it’s too early for me.

A: No wonder, with your habit of going to bed at 3 a.m.

B: Well, Andy, relax. Could you lend me your notebook to Xerox copy it?

A: Certainly. It's on the shelf, you know where.

C: Thanks, Andy, you are a real friend.

A: O.K,, but don’t miss your lectures in the future. You will have problems with our dean.

C: | agree with you, Andy, but last year when we were in the afternoon shift everything
was so terrific: we could get up at 10 a.m., have brunch, begin our classes at 1 p.m.
and finish at 6 or 7 in the evening.

A: It wasn’t as good as you are saying. We didn’t have any time to work in the library or to
play sports. In my opinion, the morning shift is much better. By the way, Tim, what are
you doing on Saturday? We are going to the disco. Why don’t you come with us?

B: Well, I don’ know.

A: Come on; don’t be shy, besides you’ll meet some more people.

B: O.K.lll'go.

A: Good. See you on Saturday.

B: Bye.

Notes

brunch no3gHun 3aBTpak

boring CKYYHbIN

habit npuBbIYKa

shift CMeHa

terrific npekpacHbIn

oversleep npocnaTtb

unending ©eCKOHEeYHbIN



V.  Memorize and play out the conversation

PART

]| Supplementary Reading

I.  Read this interview with Patty Carter, a model, and answer the questions given
below

Helen:
Patty:

Helen:
Patty:
Helen:
Patty:
Helen:
Patty:
Helen:
Patty:

Helen:
Patty:
Helen:
Patty:
Helen:
Patty:
Helen:
Patty:

Helen:
Patty:
Helen:
Patty:

Helen:
Patty:
Helen:

Patty:

Helen:
Patty:

Helen:
Patty:
Helen:

Patty:

Well, how do you keep yourself in such fantastic shape, Patty? Do you belong
to a health club?

No, I don’t . | don’t need to because | get plenty of exercise. | try to exercise
every day.

Oh, what do you do? | suppose you have all sorts of expensive equipment?
No, | don’t use equipment actually.

Do you jog?

No, | don'’t. | don'’t like jogging much. It bores me.

You don’t jog? Did you use to jog?

Well yes, | did use to jog, but it bored me so | stopped.

So what sports do you play?

| swim a lot. | go to the pool about four times a week, and | try to swim at least
a mile.

Wow, you swim four miles a week?! How long does that take you?

About forty minutes.

And what other sports do you play?

Well, tennis is my major sport.

Really. And how often do you play tennis?

Oh, a couple of times a week.

What about your diet? Do you keep to any special diet?

Well, | eat very little meat. | don’t think it's good for you to eat a lot of meat. Mind
you, I'm not a vegetarian. But | usually have meat only once or twice a week. | eat a
lot of fruit and vegetables.

| see. And | don’t suppose you smoke.

No. | haven’t smoked for over five years.

And how much sleep do you usually get?

Well you really need to get plenty of sleep in my profession. We often have to
start work very early in the day. So | try to get at least seven hours every night.
Oh, is that enough?

Yes, itis for me.

Well, thanks for sharing some of you beauty secrets with us. Oh, there is one
more question. Have you always been so slim? | mean, when you were a child,
did you ever have a weight problem?

Well, now that you ask, when | was a little girl, | was pretty fat. In fact, people
used to call me Fatty Patty.

They did?

Yes, that is how | learned the value of exercise. | hated being called Fatty
patty.

Hmmm, may be we could show our readers a picture of you as a fat little girl?
Oh, I don’t think that’s a good idea at all ...

What a good idea. The readers will just love it. Yes, lets definitely get a
picture ...

Oh, no, please lets not.



Notes
Did you use to jog? — Bbl umenu npmBbIyKky 6eratb TpycLOn?
Questions:
Does Patty belong to a health club?
She has all sorts of expensive equipment, doesn’t she?
Why doesn’t she like jogging much?
What kind of sports does she go in for?
How often does she go to the pool?
How often does she play tennis?
Does she keep to any special diet?
Did she have a weight problem when she was a child?
Why did she decide to become a model? How do you think?

OCONoOORWN=

Read the interview with the well-known scientist Lily Tarkis and tell us if you are

ready to have the same lifestyle she has

Interviewer: So, Lily, now that we’ve heard about your work, the listeners would like
to know something about your life outside work. Tell us about what you do on the
weekends — when you get up, what have for breakfast, what you do for fun, things
like that.

Lily: Well, I get up very early, around five o’clock, because ...

Interviewer: Five o’clock?! That early! Even on weekends?! Do you do that often?

Lily: Oh yes, nearly every weekend. | never sleep late. There is just too much to do. |
hate waking up late. Even on weekends. And then | sometimes go for a run.
Exercise is very important for me.

Interviewer: At five in the morning you go for a run?

Lily: Yes, sometimes, or as | said, | sometimes go for a swim.

Interviewer: OK ... and then?

Lily: Well, then | have breakfast, and after breakfast | get down to work.

Interviewer: Oh, you work on the weekends, t00?

Lily: Oh yes, | always work on the weekends.

Interviewer: But don’t you ever relax?

Lily: Relax?!

Interviewer: You know, take the day off and have a good time, enjoy yourself? Go to
a museum or to the park or something?

Lily: To the park? Oh no, | never go to the park. But enjoy myself? | always enjoy myself at

work.

Interviewer: Well, OK. Thank you, Lily Tarkis. It has been very interesting hearing about

your work and your, uh, your, uh, your work.

lll. Read the letter. Write a reply to Nancy’s letter. Agree to be her pen pal and write
about your daily routine

Nancy Armstrong

196 Stanford, CA 94316
USA

October 14, 2000

Shu Tsui Wen

5 Nanking East Rd.
Sec 2

Teipei, Taiwan
R.O.C.



Dear Shu Tsui Wen,

| found your name in the international Pen Pals Newsletter. | would like to be your pen pal.
My name is Nancy Armstrong. I'm an American and live in Stanford, California. Stanford is
a university town near San Francisco. I'm 15 and I’'m a student of Stanford High School.
I’'m a junior. I'm studying English, French, Biology, Chemistry and History. My hobbies are
swimming and reading.

My family is pretty small. | have one brother — Peter, and a sister — Ellen. Peter is 19 and
he is a university student. Ellen is 8 and is in the third grade. My father works in a bank in
San Francisco. My mother runs a small shop in Palo Alto.

| have enclosed a photo of my family and me. | hope you will be able to write to me.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Nancy

PART IV Speech Exercises

I.  Answer the following questions
1. What time do you get up as a rule? 2. Do you like to get up early? 3. What time do
you have breakfast? 4. What do you prefer to have for breakfast? 5. When do you
leave home for the University? 6. How do you get to your University? 7. Are you ever
late for your classes? 8. Do you often miss your classes or lab works? 9. Do you take
notes of all your lecturers? 10. When do you start your classes and when are they
over? 11. Where do you have your meals? 12. What do you usually do in the
afternoon? 13. What do you do to stay in good shape?

Il. Speakon:
a) your working day, b) your friend’s working day, c) your parents’ daily routine

lll.  You like evenings at home better than mornings. Say why?

IV. You don't like public transport, but without your own car you have to use it. Say how
you travel in Minsk.

V. Imagine you are a journalist. What questions you will ask while interviewing your
friend, your father, your lecturer on their daily schedule, on what they like and hate
doing.

UNIT Il OUR UNIVERSITY

Part | Text THE BELARUSIAN STATE UNIVERSITY OF
INFORMATICS AND RADIOELECTRONICS

On September 1, 1964 the Minsk Radioengineering Institute admitted students for
the first time. The youngest Institute of the Republic was established on the basis of the
oldest Polytechnic Institute of the Republic of Belarus. It was assigned to meet the
demand of the Republic in highly qualified specialists for evolving national radioelectronic
industry. 2500 students were enrolled in the full-time and evening departments of the two
faculties - Radioengineering Faculty and Automatics and Computers Faculty. 127



professors, among them 2 doctors and 30 candidates of sciences, lectured in the only
building.

In 1994 the Minsk Radioengineering Institute celebrated its 30th anniversary as the
Belarusian State University of Informatics and Radioelectronics. Within this period the
University has trained over 35 thousand engineers, 58 doctors and 650 candidates of
science. The University is proud of its graduates: scientists, politicians, diplomats,
managers of big enterprises including first Vice Premier of the Republic of Belarus
V.B.Dolgalev, the Belarus Ambassador to the BENELUX countries academician
V.A.Labunov, the Belarus Ambassador to South Korea professor |.A.Malevich, the Minister
of Industry of Belarus A.D.Kharlap and many others.

The Belarusian State University of Informatics and Radioelectronics offers training in
17 specialities and 32 specializations in computer sciences, informatics, radioengineering,
microelectronics, telecommunication, automated systems of artificial intelligence, computer
controlled systems, electronics manufacturing, medical electronics, economics, etc.

Over 7 thousand students from the country and outside study at its 10 faculties: the
Faculty of Computer-Aided Design, the Faculty of Information Technologies and Control,
the Faculty of Radioengineering and Electronics, the Faculty of Computer Systems and
Networks, the Faculty of Telecommunication, the Economic Faculty, the Correspondence
Department, the Evening (or part-time) Department, the University Preparation and
Occupational Guidance Faculty, the Advanced and Conversion Training Faculty and at 36
departments as full-time, correspondence or part-time students.

The students master such specialities as design and manufacture of radioelectronic
devices, electronic-optic instrumentation design, radioengineering, microelectronics,
telecommunication system, economics and enterprise management, etc.

The educative process and scientific research are conducted by highly competent
teaching staff, among them there is an academician, a correspondent member of the
National Academy of Science of Belarus, 10 academicians of subject academies, 2 full
members of New-York Academy of Science, 62 professors and doctors of science, 334
assistant professors and candidates of science.

Scientists of highest qualification in 22 specialities are trained at post-graduate and
doctorate courses. There are three Interdepartmental Specialized Scientific Councils to
present dissertations for a Doctor’s and Candidate’s degree.

The University has all necessary facilities for teaching including up-to-date computer
and laboratory equipment, robots, closed-circuit TV and language laboratories. A large
library with reading halls is at the students’ disposal.

Different subjects are taught at the University depending on a faculty and a year of
study. The students attend physics, higher mathematics, descriptive geometry, technical
drawing. Special attention is given to such subjects as computing technology, impulse
techniques, analogue and digital computers, theoretical foundations of electroengineering.
The outlook of students is influenced considerably by such subjects as political science,
aesthetics, sociology, theory and history of world culture, history of Belarus. Nobody can
deny the vital importance of mastering foreign languages nowadays. Two departments
teach the English, French, German and Spanish languages to the students, post-
graduates and specialists of the University. Free of charge the students also have an
opportunity to advance in one of the above mentioned foreign languages and to acquire
the speciality of a translator.

The course of study lasts five years. The academic year is divided into two terms.
The first term runs from September to February, the second - from February to July.
Terminal examinations are held in January and in June.

Advanced students can join the Students’ Scientific Society and carry out their
research under the guidance of supervisors. They also present their research papers at



the seminars and conferences. Research results obtained by the students are used in
practical work.

Great attention is paid to the student health, to providing necessary living, study and
recreation conditions. The students can improve their health in students’ rest homes in the
country, or have a great time during vacations in the University summer camp at the
Braslav lakes.

The students financially covered by the government get monthly student grants. The
students from other cities as well as foreign students lodge in the University’s hostels of
total capacity of 2100 people. The hostels are located in the centre of Minsk, not far from
the University, in a district with all necessary services and recreation centres available.

The University student club organizes parties, discos, festivals of amateur art of the
students and teaching staff. The University takes special pride in its brass band, which
was awarded the title of the national band, in its vocal group “Tutashiee’( “Tuteishiya”), the
ballet dance group, the group of acrobatic rock-n-roll, the group of national Gypsy song
“Shadritsa”, the bard song club, etc.

To sum up, the University provides a good engineering education. The graduates of
the University work at computer centres, design offices, industrial enterprises, research
laboratories and institutes, joint ventures and banks.

A. Active Vocabulary

Nouns and Noun Phrases

attention - BHMMaHue

to pay attention to - ygenats BHUMaHue

closed-circuit TV - 3amMKHyTasi cuctema TeneBMaeHns

course - Kypc

course of study - y4eBHbIN KypC

post-graduate courses - acnupaHTypa

doctorate courses - gokTopaHTypa

degree - cTeneHb

department - otaenenuve; hakynbTeT

the Evening (Part-time) Department - BeuepHun cakynsteT

the Correspondence Department - 3a04HbIn (hakynbTeT

disposal - BO3MOXHOCTb pacnopsgnutbcsa 4Yem-nmbo

to be at the disposal of smb. - ObITb B UbEM-TO pacnopsikeHum

equipment - obopygoBaHue

facilities - BoamoxHoCTH, ycnosusi; obopygoBaHue

faculty - dpakynbTteT

the Faculty of Computer-Aided Design - hakynbTeT KOMMNbIOTEPHOIO MNPOEKTUPOBaHUS

the Faculty of Information Technologies and Control - dakynbTeT MHGOPMaLMOHHbIX
TEXHOMOMMn 1 ynpaereHns

the Faculty of Radioengineering and Electronics - akynbTeT paguoTexHukn u
3NEKTPOHMKM

the Faculty of Computer Systems and Networks - pakynbTeT KOMNbIOTEPHbLIX CUCTEM U
ceten

the Faculty of Telecommunication - oakynbTeT TENEeKOMMYyHNKaLNI

the Economic Faculty - akoHoMmnyecknin akynbTeT

the University Preparation and Occupational Guidance Faculty - dakynbteT
YHUBEPCUTETCKOM MNOArOTOBKN N NPOGECCUOHANBbHON OpUeHTaumnn

the Advanced and Conversion Training Faculty - cdakynbTeT nepenogroToBku Kagpos u
NoBbILLEHNS KBaNnudukaumm

foundation - ocHoBaHue, ocHOBa, yypexageHue



full-time students - cTygeHTbl, Npoxoasine oYHbIN Kypc 0bydYeHns
government - NpaBUTENbLCTBO

graduate - BbINYCKHUK

post-graduate - acnupaHT

grant - ctuneHgusa

guide - pykoBoguTenb

under the guidance of - noa pykoBoactsom
hostel - obwexntne

term - cemecTp

staff - wTrart cnyxawmx, cnyxebHbl nepcoHan
teaching staff - npenogaBatensckun coctas
training - nogrotoBka, oby4eHue

vacations - KaHUKyIbl

Verbs and Verbal Phrases

acquire - npnobpeTaTb, Nony4aTtb, OBlagesaTb
award - npucyxagaTtb, HarpaxgaTb

be awarded a grant - nonyyaTtb cTuneHauio
carry out - BbINOMNHATb, OCYLLECTBNATb

conduct - BecTu, pykoBoauTb

establish - ocHoBbIBaTb, yupexaaTb, co3gaBaTtb
involve - BKMNo4aTb

master - nay4yaTb, oBrnageBsaTb

offer - npegnaratb

represent - nsobpaxaTtb, NpeacTaBNATb

train - rotoBuTbL (CneumnanucToB)

B. Passive Vocabulary

aesthetics (n) - acteTnka

advance (v) - genaTb ycnexu, npoasuratbcs
available (a)- 4OCTYNHbIA, UMEOLLNNCS B PaClOpPsKEHUN
demand (n) - TpeboBaHne

deny (v) - oTpmuaTh

enrol (v) - 3a4ncnaTtb

enterprise (n) - npegnpusTue

free (a) - cBOBOAHBIN

free of charge - 6ecnnaTHbIn

lodge (V) - nocenuTb, BpEMEHHO NPOXUBaTb
outlook (n) - kpyrosop

recreation (n) - passneyeHune, oTabIX
supervisor (n) -pykoBoguTenb

vital (a) - >KM3HeHHbIN, CyLeCTBEeHHbIN

CLASS EXERCISES

L. Repeat and translate into Russian
a) the following words with the stress on the first syllable:

course, government, graduate, influence, lodge, vital, scientist, offer, faculty, subject,
candidate, council, impulse, digital, culture, language, cover, national, enterprise,
specialist
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b) the following words with the stress on the second syllable:

admit, acquire, research, deny, capacity, advance, attend, conduct, establish,
attention, degree, equipment, demand, disposal, facilities, intelligence, available,
award, technology, successfully, foundation, aesthetics, academy

c) the following words and word combinations with two or more stresses:

closed-circuit TV, artificial intelligence, teaching staff, recreation, university,
radioelectronics, microelectronics, automated systems, manufacture, economics,
anniversary, investigation, outside, sociology, free of charge, speciality,
specialization

Repeat and translate the following sentences

The Oxford University was established in the XII century.

She’s taking a course of mathematics.

He is a graduate of Oxford.

Students don’t attend lectures on Sundays.

Helen masters her English in the language laboratory.

The boy in the back row was not paying attention to what the teacher was saying.
These books are entirely at your disposal.

Thousands of young men and girls are admitted to the universities of our country
every year.

Peter graduated from the University in 1998.

Form and translate into Russian
a) nouns of the following verbs using the suffixes: -(e)ance, -ion, -ment, -(o)er

admit, graduate, lodge, attend, establish, develop, train, improve, grant, celebrate,
research, acquire, maintain, conduct, provide, locate, organize

b) verbs of the following nouns :

advance, government, equipment, foundation, management, education, information,
correspondence, investigation, teacher, master, translator, recreation, resistance,
establishment, supervisor, guide

Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with similar meaning

a) to attend a lecture, importance, to found, field, to receive, to consist of, research,
to join, to master, possibility, to conduct, to be located, to take part in, conditions, to
equip, to pay attention, hostel, vacations

b) to be situated, to give attention, to take notice of, to become a member,
significance, investigation, to be divided into, holidays, opportunity, dormitory, to
carry out, sphere, to furnish, to participate in, facilities, to come to a lecture, to study,
to get, to create

Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with contrary meaning
a) to graduate from, to receive, to rest, advance, artificial, outside, competent, admit,
to improve, the first, include

b) inside, to become worse, exclude, natural, to give, to work, the last, incompetent,
expel, to enter, regress



VII. Make up your own sentences using the following words and word combinations
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to be admitted to, faculty, to graduate, to get a grant, department, to be conducted
by, to attend, term, to be at the disposal of smb., to pay attention to, education,
teaching staff, subjects, full-time students, graduate courses, to master

Special Difficulties

Translate into Russian the following sentences. Pay special attention to the use of
the word “last’

At last he made a decision.

Yesterday the lecture lasted till 6 o’clock.

He answered all the questions except the last one.

Steve graduated from the University last year.

How long does the lesson last?

When the approval was granted at last, he wasn’t even glad.

We were at the tourist camp last summer.

The discussion began at 10 a.m. and lasted till the evening.

Insert the proper words in the required form

a) offer, suggest

Note: offer smth. - npeanaratb, gaBatb yto-1.; offer to do smth. - npeanarats,
BbI3blBaTbCA cAenaTb YTo-1.

suggest smth. - npegnarate, nogasatb nget; suggest that smb. should do smth.;
suggest doing smth.

The plan which you ... is very interesting.

The woman ... us a cup of tea.

The job he was ... didn’t interest him much.

The dean ... discussing it at once.

He ... to do the translation.

She ... that we should play tennis before dinner.

| ... we take lunch first and then go to the cinema

Philip ... to take me for a drive in his new car.

b) join, enter

Note: join - npucoeaMHATLCA K; COeAMHATb, BCTYNaTh B NapTULO
enter - BXOOUTb B; NOCTyNaTb B UHCTUTYT

She ... the office at 9 o’clock.

Let me ... you in five minutes.

The island and the town are ... by the bridge.

I've ... the University this year.

May | ... you?

We’d happy if you ... us on Sunday.

He would have gone to college if he hadn’t ... the army.

He ... the office and found a number of business letters on his desk.

Many school-leavers try to ... the universities every year.

Make up your sentences using the following tables

His week-end the weather of course.
It your behavior.
Everything depend(s) | on their decision.

He doesn’t want to his father .

Much what happens in the next few weeks.
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All of us this interesting fact.
They didn’t pay our warning.

He must pays | attention to| trifles.

You may not | paid my words.

Nobody her.

self-education.

She son.

Helen is her daughter.
We are proud of their husband.
The parents our ancient city.
Londoners University.

Turn the following sentences from the Active into the Passive Voice

In 1964 the Radioengineering Institute admitted the students for the first time.
Two departments teach the foreign languages.

They have offered the graduates a very interesting job.

Local education authorities award grants to the best students.

The University has admitted over 30 graduates to the post-graduate course this
year.

The students give special attention to research work.

Within the period of 30 years the University has trained over 35 thousand engineers.
The University provides a good engineering education.

14 research groups carry out the scientific investigations in different areas.

In 1995 this University enrolled 1500 students in the full-time departments.

HOME VOCABULARY EXERCISES

Arrange the following words into your own sentences

1964, was, the BSUIR, in, established.

the University’s, lodge, the students, in, hostels.

activities, an, active, the, students, part, social, take, in.

work, at, the, graduates, industrial, the University, of, enterprises.
engineering, provides, a, good, the, University, education.

two, the academic, is, into, year, terms, divided.

carry out, research, advanced, students.

their, a, students, health, can, the, rest, improve, home, in.
celebrated, in, anniversary, its, the BSUIR, 30th, 1994.

the, speciality, can, free, the, students, of, a translator, of, charge, acquire.

Fill in the blanks with the words given below
terms, departments, attend, disposal, graduates, attention, master, acquire,
conducted, lodge

The University has right to be proud of its... : scientists, politicians, diplomats.

The academic year is divided into two ....

The students have an opportunity to ... foreign languages in language laboratories.
The students ... lectures and practical courses.

The scientific laboratories and the computing centre are at the ... of the students.
A lot of students ... at the University’s hostels.

2500 students were enrolled in the full-time and evening... .
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The students ... profound knowledge in electronics, cybernetics, etc.

The students pay much ... to such subjects as impulse techniques, analogue and
digital computers.

Training scientists of highest qualification is ... at the post-graduate and doctorate
courses.

Fill in the blanks with the prepositions given below
of, under, in, by, to, out, at, from

The Belarusian State University of Informatics and Radioelectronics offers training
... 17 specialities and 32 specializations.

Over 7 thousand students study ... 10 faculties and 36 departments.

A large library with reading halls is ... the disposal ... the students.

The outlook ... the students is influenced considerably ... such subjects as
aesthetics and sociology.

The students have an opportunity to advance ... one of the foreign languages.

The first term runs ... September ... February.

Great attention is paid ... the student health.

The hostels are located ... the centre ... Minsk.

The University takes special pride ... its brass band.

Advanced students carry ... their research ... the guidance ... supervisors.

Translate into English

1. benopycckun rocyaapcTBeHHbIM yHUBEPCUTET Obln ocHoBaH B 1921roay. 2.160
CTyOEHTOB OblNo NPUHATO Ha Tpu dhakyfbTeTa Ha O4YHbIA Kypc oby4deHuda. 3. Cpok
obydeHunsa gnunca 3-4 roga. 4. Cenvac BI'Y HacuuTtbiBaeT okono 16200 CTyaeHToB,
obyvarowmxca Ha 14  cbakynbTeTax. 5.Y4eOHblM npouecc obecneuvBaeT
BbICOKOKBaNMMuUMPOBaHHLIN NpenogaBaTesnbckuin cocTaB. 6. B yHMBepcuTeTe ectb
BCE HeobxoauMmble YCnoBUS gAAs ycnewHoro o6ydeHusi. 7.B  pacnopspkeHum
CTYLOEHTOB HaxoOAaTCA HaydHoO-uccrnegosaTernbckue rnabopaTtopun, COBpeEMEHHOE
KoMnbtoTepHOe obopydoBaHue, orpomHas 6ubnunoteka. 8.CTygeHTbl u3yyaroT
pasnuyHble NpeaMeTbl B 3aBMCUMOCTM OT CrneLmanbHOCTM 1 roga oby4eHus.

9. MIHoropoaHue CTyAeHTbl UMEKT BO3MOXHOCTb NMPOXNBATL B OBLLEXUTUSIX.

10. Heckonbko net Hasapg 6b1no NnpMCcBOEHO 3BaHWE BedyLlero By3a Halwen CTpaHbl.
11. YHMBeEpPCUTET NO NpaBy ropanTCA CBOMMMW BbiMYCKHUKAMMU.

TEXT COMPREHENSION EXERCISES

Listen to the text “The Belarusian State University of Informatics and
Radioelectronics“ and answer the following questions

When did the history of the Belarusian State University of Informatics and
Radiolectronics begin?

How many faculties are there at the University?

What subjects are taught at the University?

Where do the graduates of the University work?

Listen to the text again and say which of the following replies is correct

a) The Minsk Radioengineering Institute celebrated its 20th anniversary as the
Belarusian State University of Informatics and Radioelectronics.

b) The Minsk Radioengineering Institute celebrated its 30th anniversary as the
Belarusian State University of Informatics and Radioelectronics.
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c) The Minsk Radioengineering Institute celebrated its 30th anniversary as the
Belarus State Polytechnic Academy.

a) The educative process is conducted by highly competent teaching staff.
b) The educative process is conducted by post-graduate students.
c) The educative process is badly organized.

a) Different subjects are taught at every faculty.

b) Different subjects are taught at the University depending on a faculty and a year of
study.

c) The same subjects are taught at different faculties.

a) The course of study lasts 6 years.
b) The course of study lasts 5 years.
c) The length of a course of study depends on a faculty.

a) The students are awarded grants monthly.
b) The students financed from the state budget get their grants monthly.
c) The students financed by their parents get their grants every day.

TEXT EXERCISES

Read the text “The Belarusian State  University of Informatics and
Radioelectronics”and find in it English equivalents of the following words and word
combinations:

acrnmpaHdTypa u JOKTOpaHTypa; Be4YepHee oTaerieHne, 3aMKHyTad cucrema
TenesnaeHunsa; HaxoamnTbCd B paCnopaXeHnn; nony4vyatb cneunarnbHOCTb;
pagnoTexHuKa, I'IpeI'IO,D,aBaTeJ'IbCKVIVI COCTaB, na6opaTopHoe 060py,EI,OBaHI/Ie;
XNU3HEHHas He0BX0AMMOCTb; BO3MOXHOCTU; CTUNEHONS; KypC O6y‘-IeHI/IFI; n3yyvyeHue
MHOCTPaHHbIX A3bIKOB, OonbLoe BHAMaHNE; CTEMNEHD; nony4yaTtb CTUNEHOUIO;
BbIMOJIHATb UCCrieaoBaHUA, B 3aKImio4eHNE

Read the text and answer the following questions

When was the Minsk Radioengineering Institute founded?

When was the Minsk Radioengineering Institute granted the status of University?
How many students study at the University?

What faculties are there at the University?

What can you say about the teaching staff?

What is at the disposal of the students?

What facilities do the students have in mastering foreign languages?
How long does the course of study last?

When are terminal exams held?

Where do the students from other cities lodge?

Where can the students improve their health?

What does the Students’ Club organize?

Does the University have right to be proud of the graduates? Why?

Degree or disagree with the following sentences, in your answers use the
expressions of agreement or disagreement

On September 1, 1964 the Radioengineering Institute admitted students for the first
time.

The Minsk Radioengineering Institute was established on the basis of the Belarusian
State University.
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The Minsk Radioengineering Institute celebrated its 30th anniversary as the
Belarusian State University of Informatics and Radioelectronics.

Over 7 thousand students study at 6 faculties and 34 departments.

The educative process is conducted by highly competent teaching staff.

Training scientist of highest qualification is conducted at post-graduate and doctorate
courses.

The students of the University attend physics, technical drawing, biology, geography.
The academic year is divided into two terms. The first term runs from September to
January, the second - from January to June.

The students from other cities lodge in different hotels.

Develop the following ideas, use the words and word combinations provided in
brackets

The Belarusian State University of Informatics and Radioelectronics is the national
leader among educational institutions of the Republic of Belarus (to train;
professionals and scientists; fields of science; radioengineering).

On September 1, 1964 the Minsk Radioengineering Institute admitted students for
the first time (to be established; the Polytechnic Institute of the Republic of Belarus;
to be enrolled; the full-time and evening departments; faculties).

The educative process and scientific investigations are conducted by highly
competent teaching staff (an academician; a full-member of New-York Academy of
Science; professors; doctors of science; docents; candidates of science).

Training scientists of highest qualification is conducted at post-graduate and
doctorate courses (specialities; to be admitted; every year).

The University has all necessary facilities for teaching (up-to-date computer and
laboratory equipment; closed-circuit TV; language laboratories; library; reading halls;
to be at the disposal of smb.).

Different subjects are taught at the University (the faculty; to attend; higher
mathematics; descriptive geometry; special attention; theoretical foundations of
electroengineering; outlook; to be influenced by).

Foreign languages are of great importance for highly qualified specialists (to deny;
the vital importance; to master; to have opportunity; to acquire the speciality; a
translator; free of charge).

The students have good recreation conditions (the Students’ Club; to organize;
parties; discos; festivals; to take pride in; brass band; vocal group; the ballet dance

group).

Extend the following statements, use the text for your reference

The Belarusian State University of Radioelectronics offers training ... .

The Minsk Radioengineering Institute celebrated its 30th anniversary as ... .
The University has all necessary facilities for ....

The outlook of the students is influenced considerably by ... .

The students have one more opportunity to advanced in ... .

The students can improve their health in ... .

The University takes special pride in ... .

The graduates of the University work at ... .

Speak on:

the history of the BSUIR,

the faculties and departments of the University,

the teaching staff of the University,

the teaching facilities and subjects taught at the University,
students’ leisure and recreation opportunities.



PART Il Conversation: Examinations Are Coming

Standard Phrases

to like smth. in particular HPaBUTbLCS B OCOBEHHOCTU
actually Ha caMmoMm gene, JENCTBUTESNbHO
exactly WMEHHO Tak, COBEPLLUEHHO BEPHO
probably BEPOSATHO, HaBEepHsIKa

| am dead certain A1 NONTHOCTbLIO YBEpeH

It is not my thing 3TO He Moe/ 3TO He NS MeHs

It's up to you BCe 3aBUCUT OT Tebs

That's it, | give up! BCE, 51 caatocy!

| can’t stand it any more £ He mory aToro 6onblue TepneTb
You'll fail/ flunk an exam in smth Tbl NpoBanuLlb 3K3aMeH Mo
compulsory obs13aTenNbHbIN

optional dhakynbTaTUBHLIN, HeobA3aTeNbHLIN
Come on! Bpock ThI!

Exercises

l. Complete the missing standard phrases in the following conversations
- You ... alot of lectures.

- | know, but | don’t have much time to study during football season.

- You’d better be careful, you'll ... your exams.

* *

- What you ... of the play, Nick?
- Superb! | liked the first act ....
- Me too.

* *

- When ... your sister ... from the University?
- Two years ago. She is a post-graduate now.

*

- You are doing your first year, aren’t you?

* *

- | can’t stand philosophy! ...

Il.  Translate the following short conversations in English using standard phrases

1.-

Tbl yuMwbCcsa Ha NepBOM Kypce, He TakK Nn?
- [a, NMeHHO TaK.

2. — 3710 nNpaBpa, 4YTo BalUK NekumMm obasaTenbHbI?

- Her, oHn BCE CbaKyJ'IbTaTI/IBHbIe.

3. — A nonHocTbIO yBEPEH, 4YTO NnpoBasitoCb Ha XMMUN.

- ,El,a 6pOCb, Tbl HABEPHAKa CnpaBuLLbCA ny4ille, 4em Tbl JyMaellb.

4. — A He mory aToro 6onbLue TepneTs! Beé, s caatocy!

- Hy, Bce 3aBucuT oT T€bS.

5 - I'quemy Tbl Nponyckaellb obsasaTenbHble 3aHATUA?

- Ha camom pene, s aymarn 006 3TnX 3aHATUAX U pewnn, 4To 3TO HE AJ1A MEeHA.



IV.

Listen to the conversation “Alex’s First Examinations Are Coming” and answer the
following questions:

1. What University does Alex study at? 2. What are his Faculty and the year? 3. Is it
easy for him to study there? 4. Do the studies take all his time? 5. What subjects
does he consider the most difficult ones? 6. What credit did he fail? 7. What decision
did he arrive at?

Listen to the conversation “Alex’s First Examinations Are Coming” again and read it
imitating the speakers’ pronunciation

- What do you think of the concert, Nick?

- That was amazing! | liked the brass band in particular. But | didn’t catch its name.
Do you know where it is from?

- Oh, it’s special pride of our University. They were awarded the title of the national
band.

- What University do you study at?

- The Belarusian State University of Informatics and Radioelectronics.

- You're doing your first year then, aren’t you?

- Yes, that’s right. | entered it last summer and I'm a first-year student of the Faculty
of Computer-Aided Design. I'm very interested in studying radioelectronics but
sometimes it's rather difficult and | don’t have much time even for my football
practice.

- Well, the things are always like that with University studies.

- | know you are graduating from the University, aren’t you, Nick?

- It's not actually a University. | am in my last year at the Technical College and, in
addition, | often attend public lectures at the University of London.

- Is it true that your lectures in Great Britain are not compulsory?

- Well, yes, they are optional.

- You know, here to prepare well for the seminars and then for credits | need to
attend all the lectures and to take notes of everything.

- You'll have your first. examinations soon, | guess. | can’t really remember how |
passed my exams for the first time. But | reckon they were easy.

- Maybe they were easy enough for you but they will be much too hard for me. I'm
dead certain I'll fail in chemistry and descriptive geometry.

- Oh, come on. You'll probably do better than you think.

- No, I've already flunked my credit in philosophy. It wasn’t really my thing.

- | guess it is difficult for everyone to try to interest oneself in subjects like that.

- Exactly! That’s it, | give up.

- Well, it’s up to you, but isn’t it better to do some more reading?

- No, I've had enough of reading.

- Then take a day off, relax and get down to work again.

- | can’t stand it any more. | don’t know why | decided to go to this university. | think Ill
run away and join the army or something.

Notes

Technical College — TexHuyeckun konneax (BbiCllee TexHuyeckoe YyyebHoe
3aBefeHve, He BXOfsllliee B COCTaB yHMBepcuTeTa)

to reckon — nonaratb, AymaTtb

to get down to work — npuHMmaTbCa 3a paboTy

credit — 3aver

Memorize and play out the conversation “Alex’s First Examinations Are Coming”



VI. Role-play the following situations;

a)Your friend has just failed in maths and he doesn’t think it was his fault.  Explain
that he is wrong.

b) You are a post- graduate. Your younger sister/brother is a first-year student.
She/he is already tired of studying.

PART Il SUPPLEMENTARY READING

. Read the text and tell us what difference between the BSUIR and the University of
Cambridge you’ve noticed

CAMBRIDGE

The University of Cambridge, institution of higher education, is the second oldest
university in Great Britain after the University of Oxford. It is located in the city of
Cambridge.

Several religious orders, including the Franciscans and Dominicans, established
houses of residence and affiliated schools in Cambridge early in the 12th century.
Students of the University of Oxford and the University of Paris left to study in Cambridge
in the 13th century. By the year 1209 the University of Cambridge had been formed. In
1318 Pope John XXII issued a bull recognizing Cambridge as a studium generale, or
place of study; that is, a university. Five new colleges were established during the 14th
century, four in the 15th, and six in the 16th; not until the 19th century were other colleges
founded.

Nowadays the University of Cambridge is a system of faculties, departments, and 31
independent colleges. Although the colleges and the university per se are separate
corporations, all are parts of an integrated educational entity. The university examines
candidates for degrees during their residency and at the conclusion of their studies;
confers degrees; regulates the curricula of the colleges and the system of education; deals
with disciplinary problems; and administers facilities, such as libraries, lecture rooms, and
laboratories, that are beyond the scope of the colleges. The colleges provide their students
with lodgings and meals, assign tutors, and offer social, cultural, and athletic activities.
Every student at the University of Cambridge is a member of a college.

The academic year is divided into three terms of approximately eight weeks each:
Michaelmas (autumn), Lent (late winter), and Easter (spring). Students are required to be
in residence for the duration of each term. Much of the year's work is done, however, out
of term time, during the vacations. Students study under supervisors, usually members of
the college's faculties who maintain close relationships with the small groups of students in
their charge and assist them in preparing for university exams.

Bachelor of Arts degrees may be conferred, upon the satisfactory completion of
exams, after nine terms or three years of residency. The majority of students are
candidates for honor degrees and take a special examination called a tripos (named after
the three-legged stools on which examiners formerly sat). Successful candidates for
triposes are classified as first, second, or third class according to their standing. Other
degrees conferred by the university include the master of arts and doctor of philosophy
degrees, and higher doctorates in law, medicine, music, science, and theology.



Notes
bull - (nanckag) 6ynna
carriculum (pl - carricula) - y4eHbI nnaH
tutor - npenogasartens, KypaTop
confer - npucyxaaTb
honor degree - cTeneHb ¢ OTNNYNEM
master of arts - MarucTp rymaHuTapHbIX HayK

Questions:

1. When was the University of Cambridge founded?
2. What are the main functions of the University?

3. What do the colleges provide their students with?
4. Is academic year divided into 3 or 2 terms?

6. What degrees are conferred by the University?

ll. Read the text “Napier Polytechnic of Edinburgh. Students’ Association” and
speak on its role and functions. Say if the students of the BSUIR have their own self-
governing body

Every student full-time or part-time, who registers for a course at Napier, is a member
of the Students’ Association and as such is entitled to participate in its activities and to use
its facilities. The students democratically elected by the student body, who have overall
responsibility for implementing these policies and for representing the interests of Napier
students.

Every class is entitled to elect a class representative to represent its interests to the
teaching staff and to the Council of the Students’ Association. Regular newsletters are
produced to inform students about what is happening at the Polytechnic and the
Association.

The Association funds the activities of many student clubs. These cover a range of
social, cultural, political activities. Any student with the support of nine others, can set up a
new club and apply for financial assistance from the Association.

The Physical Education Unit is responsible for the operation and development of
Sporting Facilities in the Polytechnic. The Unit provides a service of coaching, expert
advice, supervision and administrative support for all students of all courses both
individually and as members of the various clubs of the Sport Union.

Notes
to be entitled - umeTb NpaBo Ha
to elect - BbIbMpaTh
responsibility - oTBETCTBEHHOCTb
to represent - npeacraBnAaATbL

lll. Read the following text «Oxford” quickly. Try to do it in two or three minutes. Find
out this information:
a) On what basis are Oxford students selected and why is it said that teaching at
Oxford is “pleasantly informal and personal”?
b) What is so dreadful about ‘Finals’?
c) How is the research done by Oxford post-graduates?



OXFORD

What is it like, being a student at Oxford? Like all British universities, Oxford is a state
university, not private one. Students are selected on the basis of their results in the
national examinations or the special Oxford entrance examination. There are many
applicants, and nobody can get a place by paying a fee. Successful candidates are
admitted to a specified college of the university: that will be their home for the next three
years (the normal period for an undergraduate degree), and for longer if they are admitted
to study for a post-graduate degree. They will be mostly taught by tutors from their own
college.

Teaching is pleasantly informal and personal; a typical under-graduate (apart from
those in the natural sciences who spend all day in the laboratories) will spend an hour a
week with his or her ‘tutor’, perhaps in the company of one other student. Each of them will
have written an essay for the tutor, which serves as the basis-for discussion, argument,
the exposition of ideas and academic methods. At the end of the hour the students go
away with new essay title and a list of books that might be helpful in preparing for the
essay.

Other kinds of teaching such as lectures and seminars are normally optional: popular
lectures can attract audiences from several faculties, while others may find themselves
speaking to two or three loyal students, or maybe to none at all. So, in theory, if you are
good at reading, thinking and writing quickly, you can spend five days out of seven being
idle: sleeping, taking part in sports, in student clubs, in acting and singing, in arguing,
drinking, having parties. In practice, most students at Oxford are enthusiastic about the
academic life, and many of the more conscientious ones work for days at each essay,
sometimes sitting up through the night with a wet towel round their heads.

At the end of three years, all students face a dreadful ordeal, ‘Finals’, the final
examinations. The victims are obliged to dress up for the occasion in black and white, an
old-fashioned ritual that may help to calm the nerves. They crowd into the huge, bleak
examination building and sit for three hours writing what they hope is beautiful prose on
half-remembered or strangely forgotten subjects. In the afternoon they assemble for
another three hours of writing. After four or five days of this torture they emerge, blinking,
into the sunlight, and stagger off for the biggest party of them all.

Postgraduates (often just called graduates) are mostly busy with research for their
dissertations, and they spend days in their college libraries or in the richly endowed, four-
hundred-year-old Bodleian library.

PART IV SPEECH EXERCISES

I Pair-work

1. Convince your friend who doesn’t believe in University education that University is
the best place to study law, history...

2. Interview your friend about his University experience.

3. Your friend believes that teaching will soon be done by computers. Challenge the
statement that a teacher can’t be replaced by machines.

Il.  Develop the following situations

1. Your friend who takes humanities at the University believes that studying electronics
is rather boring. Explain why he is wrong.

2. You have just come back from Great Britain where you took a course of lectures at
one of British universities. Tell your group-mates about the differences, that you
noticed, in the educational systems of England and Belarus.



3.  Your friend hates English, he thinks it is not important for his future job as an
electronics engineer. You try to persuade him that he is wrong.

lll.  Write down a letter to your English friend about your first months at the University.
Tell him what you like and dislike most.

IV. A delegation of students and teachers from Oxford are on a visit at your University.
You are asked to tell the guests about it.

V.  You are one of the participants of the debate “Why do we study ‘useless’ subjects?”.

Act out as if you were one of

a) the teachers: “University education provides all-round development of a
personality...”

b) the Student Council: “We need more time for our compulsory subjects, practical
and laboratory work...”

c) independent experts: during the debate take down arguments of both sides and
draw a conclusion for and against dividing University courses into compulsory
and optional ones.

UNIT 1l BELARUS
Part | Text | Belarus

Belarus is situated in the center of Europe. The territory of Belarus is 207,600
square kilometers, its population is less than 10 million people. Belarus borders on Russia
in the east, Poland in the west, the Ukraine in the south, Lithuania in the northwest and
Latvia in the north.

The Republic of Belarus is one of the foundation-members of the United Nations
and it participates in the activities of its international organizations and agencies. Because
of its central geographical location, Belarus has a considerable potential to become an
important member-state of the European community connecting Western Europe and the
Eurasian continent and serving an example of a peaceful multi religious society.

The landscape is flat but thanks to numerous lakes, rivers and forests it is very
beautiful. The major rivers are the Dnieper, Nieman, Prypiat and West Dvina. Because of
the proximity of the Baltic Sea, the climate of Belarus is temperate continental. The country
has 10,000 lakes. The major cities of Belarus are its capital Minsk and its region centers
Gomel, Mogilev, Vitebsk, Brest and Grodno.

The density of population is 49 people per square kilometer. Two thirds (68%) are
urban dwellers. 78% of the population are Belarusians, 13% are Russians, 4% - Polish,
3% - Ukrainians, 1% - Jews, 1% - other nationalities. By its population Belarus ranks 14-th
in Europe.

The Belarusian diaspora in different countries comprises nearly three million
people. A lot of Belarusians live in Poland, Russia, the Ukraine, the USA, Canada,
Argentina, Australia. Around ten thousand ethnic Belarusians live in Great Britain, France,
Germany, Sweden, Belgium.

In Belarus there are two major Christian religions-Orthodox and Catholic. The
majority of believers (nearly two thirds) belong to the Eastern Orthodox Church. Nearly 20
% of believers are Catholics. In Belarus there are also different Protestant groups, Jews
and Muslims.



The ancestors of the Belarusians have been known throughout history under
various names. Having lived in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania they were called “litviny” or
“litovtsy”.

The traditions of the Belarusian statehood have a centuries-old history. The earliest
embodiment of statehood on Belarusian territories were the principalities of Polatsk, Turau
and Navagrudak. The 15" and 16" centuries left behind a number of documents, that
attest to the fruitful development of Belarusian culture in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.

In the latter part of the 18" century Belarus was incorporated into Russian empire,
when Russia together with Prussia and Austria partitioned the Commonwealth of Poland.

On March 25,1918 the Belarusian People’s Republic was proclaimed. On January
1,1919 the Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic was established. The BSSR was one of
the 15 Union republics of the USSR. In 1991 after the Soviet Union was disintegrated
Belarus became a sovereign state, a member of the Commonwealth of Independent
States.

According to the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus adopted in 1996 it is an
indivisible democratic law-governed state. The government of Belarus is of the presidential
type. The President acts as head of the state.

A. Active Vocabulary

Nouns and Noun Phrases
community — obwmHa, obLWHOCTb
density — nnoTHOCTb
dweller — xutenb
development — pasButue
foundation — ocHoBaHue
government — NpaBUTENbLCTBO
member-state — y4acTHUK, uneH (rocygapcTeo)

Adjectives
considerable — 3Ha4YUNTENbHbLIN
flat — poBHbIN
fruitful — nnogoTBOPHbLIN
law-governed — ynpaBnsioLwmin Mo 3aKOHY
peaceful — MmuponiobusbIn
rural — cenbckum
sovereign - CyBEpPEeHHbIN
urban — ropoackon

Verbs and Verbal Phrases
act — noctynaTb, AeNCTBOBaTb
adopt — npyHUMaTh
border on — rpaHN4YNTL C KEM-TO
belong to — npuHagnexatb
comprise — BKIoYaTbh, cogepxaTb
proclaim — 06baBNATL, NpOBO3rnallaThb
establish — ocHoBbIBaTb, yupexaaTb
participate in — yyactBoBaTb
serve — CnyxuTb
rank — knaccuuumnposaTb
set up — yctaHaBnNMBaTb, OCHOBbIBATb
incorporate — coeguHATb(cs), 06beANHATBL(CA)



be known through history — 6bITb U3BECTHBIM B UCTOPUMK
leave behind — octaBnATb nocrne cebs

Geographical Names

Argentina — ApreHTuHa
Australia— AscTpanus

Belgium—  Benbrus
Canada- Kanapa
Europe — EBpona
France — ®paHuyus

Germany — [epmaHus
Great Britain — BenukobputaHusa

Latvia — NaTteu4a
Lithuania — JlutBa
Poland — Monblua
Sweden — Ulseuusa
Ukraine —  YkpauHa

B. Passive Vocabulary

ancestor — npegok

the Commonwealth of Independent States — CHI

Grand Duchy of Lithuania — Benukoe KHsxecTtBo JInToBCckoe
the maijority of believers — 60MbLUMHCTBO BEPYIOLLNX
Muslims — MycyrnbMaHuH, MyCynbMaHCKN

Orthodox — npaBocnaBHbIN

partition - pasgensaTtb

principality — kHskecTBO

proximity — 65IM30CTb HaXOXAEHUSA

temperate continental — ymepeHHO-KOHTMHEHTanNbHbIN

Wwh =
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Class Exercises
Repeat and translate into Russian
a) the following words with the stress on the first syllable:
ancestor, Belgium, Canada, dweller, distance, Europe, border, France, Germany,
landscape, major, church, document, culture, government, territory, Latvia, Poland,
Sweden
b) the following words with the stress on the second syllable:
around, Australia, considerable, important, connect, inhabitant, comprise, religion,
majority, tradition, together, official, republic
c) the following words and word combinations with two or more stresses:
Argentina, Great Britain, declaration, foundation, Lithuania, kilometer, democratic,
population, principality, presidential, European, organization, multireligious, northwest

Repeat and translate into Russian the following sentences

The Republic of Belarus is one of the foundation-members of the United Nations.
Belarus participated in the activities of its international organizations and agencies.
The landscape is flat but thanks to numerous lakes, rivers and forests it is very
beautiful.

The density of population is 49 people per square kilometer.

In Belarus there are two major Christian religions — Orthodox and Catholic.

The ancestors of the Belarusians have been known throughout history under various
names.



7.

1.

The traditions of the Belarusian statehood have a centuries-old history.

Form and translate into Russian
nouns of the following verbs using the suffixes —er,-or, -age,-ment

Model: to design — a designer; to detect — a detector; to leak — leakage,
to equip - equipment

build, operate, receive, read, produce, transmit, invent, discover, drive, visit, regulate,
operate, react, use, record; to use, cover, store, break, pass, carry, link, stop, short(en);
develop, arrange, achieve, move, measure, improve, manage, require, excite

IV.

VL.
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Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with similar meaning

a) location, attest, major, considerable, embodiment, incorporate, proclaim,
comprise, dweller

b) main, important, incorporation, join, declare, include, inhabitant, witness, position

Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with contrary meaning
a) modern, incorporate, considerable, majority, urban, sovereignty
b) separate, ancient, inconsiderable, minority, rural, dependency

Make up your own sentences using the following words and word combinations
dweller, statehood, to attest to, according to, considerable, potential, indivisible, the
majority of

Special Difficulties

Translate the sentences with the prepositions “because of”, “according to” “thanks to”
Because of the bad weather we had to stay at home.

They did not go to the pictures because of the heavy rain.

According to the Constitution adopted in 1996 Belarus is indivisible democratic law-
governed state.

He improved his knowledge of English thanks to his every day work in the language
laboratory.

According to the information we received the delegation will arrive on Monday.
Thanks to her attention and care the child grew up into a good-natured person.
Because of his being late we couldn’t finish our work in time.

Translate the sentences with the verbs “to take part in” and “to participate in”

Our students participated in the international conference devoted to the development
of radioengineering.

Will you take part in the sitting of the Student Club next week?

Being busy the engineer couldn’t participate in testing a new device.

My duty is to take part in the development of project documentation.

As he missed his classes he couldn’t participate in the experimental work of his
group.

Home Vocabulary Exercises

Arrange the following words into your own sentences

Europe, of, Belarus, in, the center, is, situated.

The, territory, square, kilometers, of, Belarus, is, 207,600.

10.000, the, has, lakes, country.

History, a, centuries-old, have, statehood, of, Belarusian, the, traditions.
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Fill in the blanks with the prepositions given below
Belarus is situated ... the center of Europe.
The landscape is flat but thanks ... numerous lakes, rivers and forests it is very
beautiful.
The density of population in Belarus is 49 people ... square kilometer.
The majority of believers (nearly two thirds) belong ... the Eastern Orthodox Church.
In the latter part of the 18" century Belarus was incorporated ... the Russian Empire.
The government of Belarus is ... the presidential type.

(of, in, into, to, per, t0)

Fill in the blanks with the words given below
Thanks to its geographical ... Belarus has a great potential for fruitful trade relations
with other countries.
The climate of Belarus is greatly influenced by the ... of the Baltic Sea.
The traditions of the Belarusian ... have a centuries-old history.
More than a half of the inhabitants of Belarus are urban ...
The ancient documents written in Belarusian, the official language of the Duchy, ... to
the dominance of the Belarusian culture in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.
(attest, dwellers, location, statehood, proximity)

Translate into English

Benapycb rpaHnunt ¢ Poccren Ha BocToke, lNMonbluen — Ha 3anage, YKpanHom — Ha
tore, JlutBOM — Ha ceBepo-3anage v JllatBnen — Ha cesepe.

JTaHpwadT — poBHbLIN (paBHUHHBIN), HO Bnarogapsi MHOXECTBY O3€p PeK U NecoB
OYeHb KpacuBbIN.

Knumart cTpaHbl yMepPEHHOKOHTMHEHTarbHbIM U3-3a 6nn3octn banTtuinckoro mops.

B Benapycn oBe 0OCHOBHbIE XpUCTUAHCKME PENUIMK;: NpaBoOCnaBne n KaTonnumnam.
Mpenkun 6enopycoB 661NN U3BECTHBI B UICTOPUKN NOA Pa3HbIMU UMEHAMN.

15 n 16 Beka octaBunn Ham B Hacneame JOKYMEHTbI, KOTOpble CBUAETENbCTBYIOT O
NIo4OTBOPHOM pa3BuTn 6enopycckom KynbTypbl B Benukom KHsxkecTBe JINTOBCKOM.

Text Comprehension Exercises

Listen to the text “Belarus” and answer the following questions

Where is Belarus situated?

What countries does it border on?

What's the population of Belarus?

Have the traditions of the Belarusian statehood a centuries-old history?

Listen to the text again and say which of the following replies is correct

Because of the proximity of the Baltic Sea, the climate of Belarus is temperate
continental, b) tropical, c) mild.

The republic has a) about 4.000 lakes and rivers; b) 5.000 rivers and lakes; c) no
notable lakes and rivers.

The density of population is a) 49 people per square kilometer; b) 53 people per
square kilometer; c) 31 people per square kilometer.

In the latter part of the 18" century Belarus was incorporated into a) the
Commonwealth of Poland; b) the Russian Empire; c) Prussia.

The government of Belarus is a) of the presidential type; b) constitutional monarchy;
c) monarchy.

Nearly 20 % of believers are a) Catholics; b) Jews; c) Muslims.
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Text Exercises

Read the text and find in it English equivalents of the following words and word
combinations

Bnarogapst 6nM3ocTn HaxoxaeHus (6rIM3KOMYy MECTOHAXOXAEHMIO), NSIOAOTBOPHOE
pa3BuTME, OONBbLUMHCTBO BEPYIOLNX, MyCyNbMaHe, KHsKecTBO, Benukoe KHsixkecTBo
INutosckoe, CHI, no KOHCTUTYLUK

Read the text and answer the following questions

What is the geographical location of Belarus?

What can you tell me about population of Belarus?

What is the landscape like?

What do you know about the ancestors of the Belarusian people?

What are the main Christian religions in Belarus?

Could you tell me about the traditions of the Belarusian statehood?

What do you know about political system of Belarus?

Is Belarus an example of peaceful state?

Agree or disagree with the following statements

Belarus is situated in the East of Europe.

The territory of Belarus is 244.000 square kilometers.

Belarus borders on Russia in the west.

Belarus is one of the most densely populated countries in the world.
By its population Belarus ranks 14™ in Europe.

More than half of the inhabitants of Belarus are urban dwellers.

Extend the following statements, use the text for your reference

Belarus is situated in the center of Europe.

The landscape is flat.

The Belarusian Diaspora in different countries comprises nearly three million people.
In Belarus there are two major Christian religions.

The ancestors of the Belarusians have been known throughout history under various
names.

Speak on the following situations using speech patterns given in brackets (well, |
must say; from my point of view, as far as | know; in my opinion; if | may say so)
geographical position of Belarus, its climate and nature.

ancestors of the Belarusian people.

the traditions of the Belarusian statehood which have a centuries-old history.

Text Il Belarus

Belarus is both agricultural and industrial country. Agriculture, which dominated the

economy of Belarus for centuries, has been replaced by industry as the republic’s leading
economic sector. Agriculture accounts for about 25 per cent of total net material product.
Live-stock breeding and dairy farming contribute more than half of all agricultural
production, but crop cultivation is also important. Principal crops include potatoes, flax,
wheat, sugar beets, and grains (barley, oats and rye). A substantial amount of wetlands
has been drained and converted into agricultural land, which ranks among the most fertile
and productive in the country.

Although Belarus possesses valuable stands of forest, the forestry Industry is

underdeveloped. The timber-producing areas and most sawmills are located in the Minsk,
Brest, and Gomel regions. Forestry products include furniture and ply-wood.



Industry was almost completely destroyed in World War I, but it recovered rapidly
in postwar years. It now accounts for about 50 per cent of total net material product.
Belarus produces motor vehicles, chemicals, lumber products, machinery, and consumer
goods, such as televisions and bicycles. Also important is the manufacture of linen,
woolen, and cotton fabrics.

Belarus has an extensive system of highways and railways. The major railroad
which was built in the 1860s to connect Moscow and Warsaw, runs through Belarus via
Minsk and Brest. Through its navigable rivers and the Dnepr-Bug Canal system, Belarus
has access to the Baltic and Black seas. Belarus has 4 international airports, the largest of
which is Minsk -2, located about 50 km away from Minsk. It serves airlines from Germany,
Austria, Poland, Scandinavia, and other countries.

Belarus generates only about 12 per cent of its own energy needs. It is heavily
dependent on oil and gas supplies from Russia. Plans for developing a nuclear power
industry to relieve the republic’s dependence on outside sources of energy are under
consideration and meet a big protest among the population. Belarus of all the former
Soviet republics received the highest amounts of radiation fall-out from the 1986
Chernobyl nuclear accident in neighbouring Ukraine.

Belarus exports transport equipment (mainly tractors), machinery, chemicals, and
foodstuffs. Imports include fuel, natural gas, industrial raw materials, textiles, and sugar.
Fuel is our largest import expenditure. Russia, which supplies most of the country’s fuel
imports, is the most important trading partner. Belarus also conducts trade with the
Ukraine, Germany, Poland, Lithuania, China, and the United States. About 60 per cent of
our export go to former Soviet republics.

Belarus is a country with a high educational level. Education is free and compulsory
for children between the ages of 6 and 15. Higher education institutions include
universities, the largest of which is the Belarusian State University, a number of
specialized academies and institutes for studies in technical art, agriculture, medicine,
electronics, and other fields.

Belarus is a republic of ancient culture and traditions. Skaryna, Goosovsky, Kupala, Kolas,
Karatkevitch, Bykov, Vaschenko, Shagal and many others are world famous now.

Belarusian opera and ballet companies have long-standing reputations. The leading
drama theatre is the Yanka Kupala Belarusian State Academic theatre founded in 1920.

The National Library of Belarus, noted for its selection of Belarusian literature, is the
country’s largest library. In addition, there are about 5500 smaller libraries in the country.
Among the most interesting museums one can mention the Museum of the History of the
Great Patriotic War, the Belarus State Art Museum, and the National Museum of the
History and Culture of Belarus.

The citizens of Belarus are proud of their land. Belarus actively develops its cultural,
humanitarian, social and economic relations with other countries.

A. Active Vocabulary

Nouns and Noun Phrases
access (to) — pgoctyn
amount — CyMMa, KONM4eCcTBO
equipment — obopynoBaHue
expenditure — pacxoa, TpaTta
timber — necomarepuan

Verbs and Verbal Phrases
account — cyutaTtb
be dependent (on) — 3aBuceTb



be proud (of) — ropguTbcs

be under consideration — paccmaTpuBatb, obcyxaaTb

contribute (to) — cogenctsoBaTb, cnocobcTBOBaTL, AenaTh BKaj
convert — npespawiaTb

dominate — goMmnHupoBaTtb, NpeobnagaTb

recover (from) — BbI3gopaBnMBaTb, BOCCTaHaBNMBaTb

replace — 3aMeHsATb, 3amMeLLaTb

supply (with) — cHabxaTb, nocTaBnATb, obecneymsaTtb

possess — BrageTb, obnagatb

Adjectives
ancient — gpeBHUK, cTapbIn
substantial — cyLiecTBeHHbIN, 3aMeTHbIN
valuable — LueHHbIN, Aoporon

Adverbs
both — oba
both ... and —kak ... Tak n
rapidly — 6bICTpO

B. Passive Vocabulary

barley - oBec

beet — cBekna

crop cultivation — 3emnegenue

dairy farming — pa3ssegeHne MOfI04HOro cKoTa
fabric — TkaHb, MaTepusa

fall-out — BbinageHne pagmMoakTUBHbLIX 0CAOKOB, paanoakTUBHbLIE OCaAKM
flax — neH

live-stock breeding — >xMBOTHOBOACTBO
lumber — necomatepuansl

oats — oBec

ply-wood — haHepa

rye — poxb

sawmill — neconunka

drain — ocywaTb

relieve — obneryaTb, yMeHbLUATb

fertile — nnogopoaHbIN

Class exercises

I Repeat and translate into Russian
a) the following words with the stress on the first syllable:
access, timber, dominate, ancient, valuable, rapidly, fertile, industry
b) the following words with the stress on the second syllable:

amount, equipment, expenditure, account, contribute, convert, recover, replace,

supply, possess, substantial, economy, academy

c) the following words and word combinations with two or more stresses:
be under consideration, live-stock breeding, agricultural, radiation fall-out, be proud

of, be dependent on

Il. Repeat and translate into Russian the following sentences
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1. Belarus is both agricultural and industrial country. 2. Agriculture dominated the
economy for centuries. 3. Agriculture has been replaced by industry. 4. Belarus
possesses valuable stands of forest. 5. Russia supplies most of the country’s fuel
imports. 6. Belarus is a republic of ancient culture. 7. Belarus received the highest
amounts of radiation fall-out. 8. Industry recovered rapidly in postwar years.

Form and translate into Russian

a) nouns of the following verbs using the suffixes —tion, -ion, -ment, -ence
dominate, replace, contribute, cultivate, convert, locate, produce, develop, depend,
possess, consider

b) verbs of the following nouns

replacement, contribution, production, cultivation, convertion, development,
destruction, generation, dependence, consideration, education, foundation, relation

Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with similar meaning

a) possess, connect, be located, produce, important, extensive, contribute, amount,
ancient, rapidly, valuable, be under consideration.

b) link, create, have, significant, old, be situated, wide, number, worth, give, quickly,
think about

Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with contrary meaning

a) poor, recover, include, destroy, rapidly, major, dependence, ancient,
underdeveloped, the most fertile

b) independence, exclude, create, rich, minor, new, slowly, destroy, developed, the
least fertile

Make up your own sentences using the following words and word combinations
access to seas, to be dependent on, substantial amount, to connect, ancient
traditions, equipment, both ... and, to dominate, to be proud of

Special Difficulties

Combine two sentences into one using both ... and
Model: Peter speaks French. His brother also speaks French. -
Both Peter and his brother speak French.

Jake likes football. His brother also likes football.

Mary is going to come to the party. Her sister is also going to come.

Mary is very sociable. She is friendly, too.

Jane can dance well. Her sister is also good at dancing.

Helen is fond of music. She is also fond of art.

It was a very boring film. It was very long, too.

The front of the house needs painting. The back needs painting, too.

He gave up his job because he needed a change. Also because the pay was low.

Choose and put in the right word

The driver of the car was (seriously/serious) injured.

Be (quietly/quiet), please. I'm trying to concentrate.

| waited (nervously/nervous) in the waiting-room before the interview.

It rained (continuously/continuous) for three days.

Tom’s French is not very (well/good) but his German is almost (fluently/fluent).
Eva lived in America for five years, so she speaks very (well/good) English.
Ann likes wearing (colourfully/colourful) clothes .

Everybody at the party was very (colourfully/colourful) dressed.
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She is (terribly/terrible) upset about losing her job.

Choose and insert the correct word

a) hard, hardly

1. Look! It’s raining ... | hope it'll stop by morning. 2. Betty speaks bad German. Hans

can ... understand what she is saying. 3. “Do you remember Mr. Burns?” — “I'm sorry,

| ... remember the man”. 4. It’s ... necessary for you to change for a bus. You can get

to Victoria Station by underground. 5. 5. This young singer is trying ... to be popular

with the public. 6. You can ... get this book at the bookshop. Itis so ... to get it

nowadays.

b) near, nearly

1. Don’t go away, stay somewhere ... . 2. It was ... 10 o’clock, and | thought it was

late to ring him up. 3. | ... reached the house when it began to rain. 4. Come and sit
. me. This sit is vacant. 5. Is the Central Department store ... here? 6. It's ... 8

o’clock. It’s time to start. Just a moment, I'm ... ready. 8. It’'s convenient to live ... the

station, isn’t it?

c) for, during, while

1. It rained ... three days without stopping. 2. | fell asleep ... the film. 3. | waited for

you ... half an hour. 4. He hasn'’t lived in Britain all his life."He lived in India ... four

years. 5. Production at the factory was seriously affected ... the strike. 6. | met

Tom ... | was waiting for the bus. 7. The phone rang three times ... we were having

dinner last night. 8. She was very angry after our argument. She didn’t speak to me

... a week. 9. We usually go out at week-ends, but we don’t often go out ... the week.

10. There were many interruptions ... the Prime Minister’s speech.

d) other, another

1. Will you have ... cup of tea? 2. There are some ... people waiting for you. 3. He is

busy now, ask him about it some ... time. 4. What is the ... man’s name? 5. | don’t

like the suit. Show me ... . 6. One of the hats is mine, ... is Mr. Blake’s. 7. Give me

some ... books. 8. Where are the ... boys. 9. ... people saw him there too.

Use the comparative or superlative degree of the adjectives

My toothache is (painful) than it was yesterday.

The painting by Rafael is (valuable) in my collection.

Your Chines is improving. It's getting (good).

We've got (little) time than | thought.

It's (easy) to learn a foreign language in the country where it is spoken.
It's (warm) today than it was yesterday.

He’s (rich) man I've ever met.

His illness was (serious) than we at first thought.

If you need any (far) information, do not hesitate to contact our head office.
The castle in Tantalon is (old) in Scotland.

Home Vocabulary Exercises

Arrange the following words into your own sentences

Exports, equipment, transport, Belarus.

Belarus’, fuel, expenditure, import, is, largest.

Moscow, Warsaw, and , the, railroad, connects, major

Consideration, plans, a, for, industry, under, developing, nuclear, power, are.
Timber-producing, are, the; areas, located, and, in, the, regions, Minsk, Brest,Gomel.
Proud, country, of, we, our, are.
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Fill in the blanks with the words given below

Belarus recovered ... in postwar years.

Live-stock breeding and dairy farming ...more than half of all agricultural production.
A substantial ... of wetlands have been drained.

Although Belarus ... ... stands of forest, the forestry industry is underdeveloped.
Fuel is Belarus’ largest import ...

Agriculture ... by industry as the republic’s leading economic sector.

Belarus exports transport ... (mainly tractors).

rapidly, equipment, has been replaced, valuable, possesses, expenditure, amount,
contribute

Fill in the blanks with the prepositions given below
1. Plans ... developing a nuclear power industry are ... consideration and meet a big
protest ... the population. 2. Russia supplies Belarus ... oil and gas. 3. ... its
navigable rivers and the Dnepr-Bug Canal system, Belarus has access ... the Baltic
and Black Seas. 4. Belarus accounts ... about 50 per cent ... total net material
product. 5. A substantial amount ... wetlands have been converted ... agricultural
land. 6. Agriculture dominated the economy ... Belarus ... centuries. 7. Citizens of
Belarus are proud ... their country.

for, through, among, into, of, to, with, under

Translate into English

CTyaeHTbl 4OMKHbI UMETb LOCTYN K XOPOLLMM KHUTaM.

Bonbluas cymma geHer exxerogHo TpaTUTCs Ha NOKynKy HOBOro obopyaoBaHus.
OH BHEC DOonbLUOM BKNag B pa3paboTky aTon Mmogenu.

Bawwn npenoxeHus BCE ewwé paccMaTpmBatoTcs.

AreHTCTBO 06€ECneynsio Hac HyXXHOW MHGoOpMaLEN.

CTtpaHa 6bICTpO BOCCTaHOBMIA CBOK 3KOHOMWKY OT NOCNEACTBUIA BONHbI.
Benapycb — cTpaHa ApeBHUX TPAAMLNIA U KYNbTYpbl.

Text Comprehension Exercises

Listen to the text “Belarus” and answer the following questions
Is Belarus agricultural or industrial country?

Does Belarus have a developed transport system?

Is Belarus a dependent on Russian mineral resources?

Has Belarus its own culture and traditions?

Listen to the text again and say which of the following replies is correct

The republic’s leading economic sector is a) agriculture, b) industry, c) forestry.
Live-stock breeding and dairy farming a) contribute more than half of all agricultural
production; b) contribute 30% of all agricultural production; c) are not important in the
total net material product.

The largest import expenditure of the republic is a) tractors, b) fuel, c) foodstuffs.
Belarus produces a) motor vehicles, chemicals, lumber products, machinery and
consumer goods; b) fuel: oil and gas, and peat; c) a lot of electric power

About 60 per cent of Belarus’ export go to a) the USA; b) the Western European
countries; c) the former Soviet republics.

Education is free and compulsory for a) adults; b) children between the ages of 6 and
15; ¢) young men between the ages of 15 and 25.

The leading drama theatre is the Yanka Kupala Belarusian State Academic theatre
founded a) in 1920; b) in 1950;c) in 1912.
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Text Exercises

Read the text and find in it English equivalents of the following words and word
combinations

Kak arpapHasi, Tak 1 NPOMbILLSIEHHAs!; OCHOBHbIE CENbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHbIE KYNbTYpbl;
paccmaTpmuBaTbCsl; NPOMbILLSIEHHOE CbIpbE; HaNborbLLEee KONMYECTBO
pagnoakTUBHbLIX 0CadKOB; NOTpebuTenbckne ToBapbl; ObiBLUME COBETCKME
pecnybnunkn, N3BeCTHbl BO BCEM MUPE, MOXXHO YNOMSHYTb; LUEPCTAHbIE U
xrnonyaTobymakHble TKaHW

Read the text and answer the following questions

What is the leading economic sector in Belarus?

What are principle crops?

What lands are among the most fertile and productive in the republic?
The forestry industry isn’t developed, is it?

What goods does Belarus produce?

What is the major railroad in the country?

Has Belarus access to seas?

Why is the republic dependent on oil and gas supplies from Russia?
Why do plans for developing a nuclear power industry meet a big protest among the
population?

What goods does Belarus export?

What is the largest import expenditure in Belarus?

What countries does Belarus conduct trade with?

What is the largest university in the republic?

What are the most famous theatres in Belarus?

Agree or disagree with the following statements, in your answers use the
expressions of agreement or disagreement

Agriculture dominates the economy of Belarus.

Forestry industry is developed in the Repubilic.

Industry was almost completely destroyed in World War |l.

Belarus has four international airports.

The Ukraine is the most important trading partner.

Belarus’s opera and ballet companies have long-standing reputations.

The National Library of Belarus is famous for its selection of foreign literature.
Higher education institutions include primary and secondary schools, colleges.

Develop the following ideas, use the words and word combinations provided in
brackets

Agriculture is one of the most important economic sectors (to account for; live-stock
breeding, dairy farming, crop cultivation, wetlands — to be drained, to convert into)
Industry is the republic’s leading economic sector (to be destroyed; to recover
rapidly; to account for; total net material product, to produce, consumer goods,
manufacture of fabrics)

Plans for developing a nuclear power industry (to generate, energy needs; to be
dependent on; to be under consideration; to meet a protest among the population;
radiation fall-out)



4. Belarus is a country with a high educational level (to be free and compulsory; to
include; higher education institution; specialized academies and institutes)

5. Belarus is a country of ancient culture and traditions (to be world famous; the leading
theatre; to be noted for; in addition; among the museums)

V. Extend the following statements, use the text for your reference
1. Crop cultivation is important.
2. Belarus has an extensive transport system.
3. Belarus conducts trade with many countries.
4.  Forestry industry is underdeveloped.
VI. Speak on:
1. industry of Belarus,
2. its agriculture,
3. transport system,
4. education and culture.
PART II Conversation: We Both Reside in Capitals
Standard Phrases
| don’t think we’ve met MHe KaxeTcsl, Mbl paHblLe He BCTpeyanucb
Could you repeat your name? He mornu 6b1 Bbl ele pa3 noBTopuTb CBOE UMA?
It sounds strange to me?! OHO KaxeTcs MHe cTpaHHbIM?!
Excuse my ignorance but ... [MpocTnuTe Moe HeEBEXECTBO, HO...
Where are you from? Otkyna (13 kakon cTpaHbl) Bbl?

What country do you come from?
We have two state languages in Belarus . B bBenapycu - gBa rocyaapCTBEHHbIX S3blka

Exercises

l. Complete the missing standard phrases in the following conversations
- Hello, I don't ...
- Hi, my name is Hiroshi Motonari.

- Hiroshi Motonari? Your name...to me. Are you Japanese?
- That’s right. Actually, ... Sendai.

- Sendai? ..., but where is it located?
- In the northeast of Honsju. But we moved to Canada, right now | reside in Ottawa.

- Is Ottawa the capital of Canada?

- Sure.

- What language ... in Ottawa?

- At home | speak Japanese, but at work both English and French.
- But why?

- Because in Canada we ...

Il.  Translate the following short conversations into English using standard phrases

1. - TlpuseT. Mbl, KaxeTcs, paHbLue He BCTpedanucb? MeHst 30ByT TuMm.
- Moe nmsa Bacunuin. Pag ¢ Bamu no3HakoMuTbCS.

2. -Tloxanywncta, nostopuTte Bawe nms. OHO 3BY4UT ON151 MEHSI HEMPUBLIYHO.
- Bacunun.

3 - Bacunun. Bel n3 Poccun?

- Het, n3 benapycu.



4. - W3 benapycn? lNpoctute Moe HEBEXECTBO, HO rAe aTa CTpaHa HaxoguTca?
- B ueHTpe EBponebl, mexay Nonbwen n Poccunen.
5. - Ha kakom sa3blke Bbl roBopute B benapycn?
- Ha 6enopycckom n pyccKkom.
- Mouemy?
- Y Hac B benapycu fBa rocyaapCTBEHHbIX S3blKa.

M. Listen to the conversation “ We Both Reside in Capitals“ and answer the following
questions
1. Where is Alexander from? 2. Where is Belarus located? 3. Where was Mike Grey
born? 4. What are Alexander’s and Mike’s addresses?

IV. Listen to the conversation again, read it imitating the speakers’ pronunciation

- Excuse me. | don’t think we’ve met. My name is Alexander Tkachuk.

- Hi, I'm Mike Grey.

- It's nice to meet you, Mr. Grey.

- Please, call me Mike. By the way, could you repeat your name? It sounds strange to
me. Are you Polish?

- No, I'm from Belarus.

- Belarus? Excuse my ignorance but where is it located?

- It's a small country in the heart of Europe. It borders on Russia in the east, Poland in
the west, Lithuania and Latvia in the northwest and on the Ukraine in the south.

- What'’s your nationality? Are you Russian?

- Oh, no, I'm Belarusian, but | speak Russian, too, because we have two state
languages in Belarus: Belarusian and Russian.

- What city are you from?

- Minsk. It's the capital and largest city. Are you American, Mike?

- Actually, | am. | was born in Canada, but later we moved to the US.

- What city do you live in, Mike?

- Washington, D.C. We both reside in capitals, don’t we?

- Right you are. Can | write to you, Mike?
Sure. I'll be happy to receive a letter or a postcard from you. Please, put down, my
address: Mike B. Grey, 10 East Street, Washington D.C., USA

- And you’ll write down mine. Alexander Tkachuk, 52 Bogdanovich Street, Apartment
10, Minsk, Postal Code 220123, Belarus.

- Thank you very much. We'll keep in touch from now on.

Notes

to keep in touch — nogaepxmBaTb CBA3b APYr C APYrOM.
reside in — npoxuneaTtb

V. Memorize and play out the conversation
VL. Role-play the conversation and make up your own one on analogy
PART il Supplementary Reading

. Read the text “History of Belarus”

Belarus is a unique country. Its history is a little-known page in the world history.
Moreover, the Belarusians know the history of their Motherland not better than their
neighbors do. But they can be proud of their past, culture and art.



Man came to these lands in the middle Palaeolithic times. But it was only in the
middle of the first millennium that Slavs settled here. East-Slav tribes of Krivichi,
Dregovichi and Radimichi were the Belarusian people’s ancestors. They settled around the
Polota (a Western Dvina tributary) and were later named Polotchane. They had formed
local principalities, such as those of Pinsk, Turov, Polotsk, Slutsk and Minsk by the 8" to
9™ century. These all came under the general suzerainty of Kievan Rus, the first East
Slavic State, beginning in the mid-9" century.

They took up honey collecting, fur hunting and agriculture. Trade developed as the
Dnieper was part of the “water road” from Constantinople via Kiev and Novgorod to the
Baltic Sea. Trading settlements multiplied and many towns of the present-day Belarus
were founded by the end of the 12" century. Polotsk and Turov first appeared in historical
documents in 862 and 980 respectively, Brestin 1017, Minsk in 1067.

The geographical position of the country, the development of trade attracted Dutch
herring-salters, Muscovite trappers, Jewish financiers, Hungarian wine-merchants, Turkish
spicers, Tatar tanners and Chinese silkmen who bought in exchange furs, dried fish, salt,
linen, sailcloth, ropes, timber, tar and foodstuffs. These international contacts influenced
the most distinctive features of the Belarusian national character — tolerance and
hospitality.

The advantageous geographical position — on the cross-roads from east to west
and from north to south — more than once turned into disadvantage. Belarus was the arena
of many wars, invasions and aggressions. In the 11" century the Tatar-Mongols attacked
Polotsk and Turov principalities in the east and south. In the 13" century the Crusaders
invaded Belarus from the west. Sweden conquered the north of Belarus. Belarus was
devastated by Russian-Polish wars (16—18"™ centuries), the Napoleon invasion (1812),
World War | (1914-1918), the Soviet-Polish war which ended with Western Belarus cede to
Poland and the World War Il and Nazi occupation (1941-1944), the longest and the
greatest fighting for freedom and independence during which Belarus lost every fourth
citizen. All these tragic events slowed down, but didn’t stop the development of the nation.
Though Belarusians belong to the East Slavic ethnic group there is a strong mixture of
Baltic and Scandinavian elements in their racial, linguistic and cultural background.
Belarus was a part of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (14" century), Poland and the Russian
Empire (18" century). It was a backward province where 80 % of the population were
illiterate. People suffered from many diseases and there was only one doctor per 7,000
patients.

The life changed for the better at the beginning of the 20" century. On January 1,
1919 the Declaration on the formation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic was
adopted. In'December 1922 it joined the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics (the
USSR) as one of its founders. On the disintegration of the USSR, Belarus proclaimed its
sovereignty on July 27, 1990. In December 1991 it was one of the three Slavic republics of
the formers USSR to form the CIS (the Commonwealth of Independent States) with the
headquarters in Minsk.

Notes
backward — otcTanbin
be anxious — 6ecnokonTbcA
conquer — 3aBOEBbIBaThL, NobexaaTb
consumption — notpebnexve
distinctive — oTnnunTenbHbIN
herring-salter — conunbLmk cenéakm
invasion — BTOpXXeHune
preserve — COXpaHaTb
revive — BO3poxagaTb



sailcloth — napycuHa

silkman — ToproBeL, LWENKOM
spicer — ToproBeL, cneymsiMmm
tanner — gyounbLumK

tar — pérotb

tolerance — TepnnmocTb
tribe — nnems

tributary — nputok

via — yepes
wine merchant — BuHoTOproeew
fur — mex

headquarters — ueHTp

1. Answer the following questions

1. What tribes were Belarusian people’s ancestors?

2.  When did Belarusian towns first appear in historical documents?

3.  Who conquered Belarus during its history?

4. When did Belarus become a sovereign state?

1. Read the text “Minsk is an Important Seat of Science” and answer the questions:

1. When was the Belarusian Academy of Sciences founded?

2. In what spheres of knowledge is scientific work carried out?

3. How is scientific cooperation organized?

4. What can you say about the development of Belarusian science in the 90’s?

il Read the text “Minsk is an important Seat of Science”

Situated near Botanical garden, this wonderful green sport of the city, is the
scientific centre of the Belarusian Academy of Sciences. Founded in 1929, it directs all
scientific research in the country.

More than 30 Institutes of the Belarusian Academy of Sciences do scientific work in
different spheres of knowledge: theory of elementary particies, spectroscpy of atoms and
molecules, luminescence, atomic power engineering, semiconductors, automation of
production processes, exploration of the country’s natural resources. An important place in
social studies belongs to problems of national economy, history of the formation of the
Belarusian nation and state, history of the Belarusian language and literature, problems of
art and folklore. Many of the studied problems are of nationwide significance and their
investigation is carried out jointly with other research institutes of the country.

Strong scientific contacts were established by the Belarusian Academy of Sciences
with scientists and researchers in Russia, Ukraine, Germany, Poland, the USA and other
countries. Scientific cooperation is arranged through the exchange of scientific papers and
publications, through the mutual reviewing of scientific papers and information and also
through personal meetings of scientists at international conferences, symposia and
congresses. Almost 30.000 scientists work at higher educational establishments of Belarus
and 7.200 scientists work at research institutions at present. The names and works of
many of them are known far beyond the confines of the country.

In the 90’s science and innovation processes in Belarus have been functioning in
the so-called “survival” mode and simultaneously restructuring in accordance with general
changes in national economy. Under present difficult economic circumstances resulting in
a very low financing of scientific research and education hundreds of talented scientists
are leaving Belarus. The Belarusian Academy of Sciences has managed to preserve the
basic core of the its scientific and potential but it has faited to introduce radical changes
into the fleid of scientific research in Belarus.



PART IV Speech Exercises

I Prove that
a) the geographical location of Belarus is profitable for national economy.

b) Belarus is a country of blue lakes and green forests.

Il. Is it true that our country is rich in customs and traditions.

lll. Say what you and your friend will advise a foreigner. Recommend some places of
interest (attractions) which are, in your opinion, worth visiting.

IV. You are a reporter for the “Globe and Mail”, interview Mr. Smith who has just returned
from Belarus. Ask him about his impression of the country.

V. Imagine you are a teacher giving a lesson of history. Tell your students about
important historical events which took place in Belarus.

VI. You are willing participate in the international conference “Belarus Today and
Tomorrow.” The Organizing Committee requires a short abstract. What will you write
in it?

VIl. Phone Ms. Jones, an economic adviser of the IMF, who is an expert in Belarus. Ask
her about the country’s economy and investment opportunities in Belarus.

VIIl. What will you write to your pen pal living in Canada who is interested in Belarus.

UNIT IV GREAT BRITAIN
Partl Text1 GREAT BRITAIN

Great Britain is the largest island in Europe, it consists of England, Scotland and
Wales and together with Northern Ireland it forms the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland which is the official title of the country. If you look at the map of Great
Britain you will see that England is the largest and most populous division of the island of
Great Britain, making up the south and east. Wales is in the west and Scotland is in the
north. Northern Ireland is located in the northeast corner of Ireland, the second largest
island in the British Isles. Great Britain covers the total area of about 90,000 square miles.
This is nearly the same size as the Federal Republic of Germany, New Zealand and half
the size of France. From south to north it stretches for over 900 km, and is just under 500
km across in the widest part and 60 km in the narrowest.

From the European continent the British Isles are separated by the English Channel
and the North Sea. The UK is washed in the east by the North Sea, and in the west by the
Irish- Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. The United Kingdom’s only land border with another
nation is between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. The English Channel, in its
widest part in the west is 220 km wide, and in the narrowest, what is called the Strait of
Dover, only 32 km.

Apart from Britain the territories of six European countries look into the coasts of the
North Sea -- France, Belgium, the Netherlands, the Federal Republic of Germany,
Denmark and Norway and for some of them this sea is the only exit to the World Ocean.
The most important sea routes pass through the English Channel and the North Sea
linking Europe with the Americas and other continents. The advantageous position of
Great Britain created favorable conditions for the development of shipping, trade and the
economy as a whole.



There are many rivers and lakes in the British Isles. The largest river of Great
Britain, the Severn, is 390 km long. Among other important rivers are the Trent, Tyne,
Clyde, Thames and others.

The largest lakes in Great Britain are Loch Lomond (70 sq. km) and Lock Ness (56
sq. km).

The mountains are mainly situated in Scotland and Wales. The highest mountain is
Ben Nevis (1343) in Scotland.

The population of the country is about 60 million. By the year of 2010, the
population is expected to increase to 61,127,000. Great Britain is one of the most densely
populated countries and ranks about fourteenth in the world in terms of its population.

The population took on the characteristics of a modern, developed, and prosperous
state. Life expectancy in 1997 was 75 years for men and 80 years for women. Britain’s
population is overwhelmingly urban, with 89.4 percent living in urban areas and 10.6
percent living in rural areas.

The Atlantic Ocean has a significant effect on Britain’s climate. Due to the warm
waters of the Gulf Stream the climate of Britain is mild throughout the year. The
surrounding waters moderate temperatures all year round, making the UK warmer in
winter and cooler in summer. The mean annual temperature in the far north of Scotland is
6°C and in warmer southwestern England it is 11°C. In general, temperatures are
ordinarily around 15°C in summer and around 5°C in winter, temperatures rarely exceed
32°C or drop below - 10°C nowhere in the British Isles. Frosts when the temperature dips
below 0°C are rare.

The capital of the United Kingdom, London, is one of the largest cities in the world
with the population of about 7 million. It is the industrial and political centre of the country.
In terms of population other important cities in Great Britain include Birmingham, Liverpool,
Manchester, Leeds and Sheffield, the latter four of which are situated in the north of
England.

A. Active Vocabulary

Nouns and Noun Phrases

Area - nnowagb
coast - nobepexbe
advantageous (a) = BbIFrogHbIN
route, n — nyTb
sea ~ - MOPCKOM NyTb
shipping, n — kopabnecTtpoeHue
trade - Toproens

Adjectives
advantageous - BbIrogHbI
favorable — 6naronpusaTHbIN
~ conditions — 6naronpusaTHbIEe YCNoBnUS
mild - MATKUN

Verbs and Verbal Phrases

cover — OxBaTblBaTb
moderate — genatb yMepeHHbIM, CMSArYaThb
stretch — npocTupartbcs



B. Passive Vocabulary
annual (a) — rogoson
dip (n) — noHMxeHne
expectancy, n — oxugaHue
life ~ - NPOAOMKUTENBHOCTb XXNU3HU
mean (a) — cpeaHui
populous (a) — rycTtoHaceneHHsbIn
prosperous (a) — npoLBeTaoLwmi
rarely (adv) — pegko

Geographical Names and Proper Nouns
Belgium — benbrus
Birmingham — BupmuHrem
Buckingham Palace — BykuHremckuin [isopel
Denmark — [aHus
France — ®paHuuns
New Zealand — HoBas 3enaHaus
Norway — Hopserus
The Atlantic Ocean — ATnaHTuU4eckui okeaH
The British Isles — bputaHckue octposa
The English Channel — Jla-MaHw
The Federal Republic of Germany — ®enepatneHasa Pecnybnuka N'epmaHus
The Glyde — Knaing
The Netherlands — Huaepnanabl
The North Sea — CeBepHoe mope
The Severn — CeBepH
The Strait of Dover — Nponue [ysp
The Thames — Tem3a
The Trent — TpeHT
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland — CoeanHeHHoe KoponescTso
BenukobputaHum n CesepHon Npnangmm

Class Exercises

l. Repeat and translate into Russian
a) the following words with the stress on the first syllable:
island, cover, area, favorable, shipping, continent, channel, exit, mountain, residence,
populous, prosperous, urban, rural
b) the following words with the stress on the second syllable:
official, position, condition, development, economy, industrial, expectancy
c¢) the following words with 2 or more stresses:
to separate, European, moderate, the United Kingdom, Northern Ireland, the North
Sea, the Netherlands, the Straight of Dover, the Gulf Stream, Birmingham,
Buckingham Palace, New Zealand, the English Channel

Repeat and translate info Russian the following sentences

Great Britain is the largest island in Europe.

Buckingham Palace is the Queen'’s official residence.

From south to north it stretches for 900 km.

The British Isles are separated by the English Channel.

The most important sea routes pass through the English Channel.
There are many rivers and lakes in the British Isles.

Great Britain is one of the most densely populated countries.
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Form and translate into Russian
a) nouns of the following verbs using the suffixes —tion, -age, -ing, -ment, -ity
separate, pass, develop, situate, populate, wash, prosper
b)verbs of the following nouns
position, creation, foundation, trade, inclusion, division, location, characteristics,
expectancy, expectation

Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with similar meaning

area, to cover, to comprise, position, advantageous, to locate, to stretch, route,
important, condition, development

Location, territory, to include, significant, to reach, facility, progress, to consist of,
beneficial, to situate, way

Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with contrary meaning

Favorable, prosperous, life, important, progress, development, urban, warm,
ordinary, often, increase

unimportant, pour, regression, cool, rare, dip, death, stagnation, unfavorable, rural,
extraordinary

Make up your own sentences using the following words and combinations
To consist of, the largest island, official title, the total area, to cover, to be
separated, to be washed, the English Channel, the north sea, rivers, lakes, the most

densely populated country

Special Difficulties

Fill in the blanks with the prepositions in or on

When we were ... Italy, we spent a few days ... Venice.

Look at that girl swimming ... the seal

Tom spent his holidays ... a small island off the coast of Scotland.
London is ... the river Thames.

Portsmouth is ... the south coast of England.

Northern is located ... the northeast corner of Ireland.

San Franciscois ... the west coast of the United States.

Parisis ... the river Seine.

He wants to go and live ... a small island ... the middle of the ocean.

Read the sentences and correct them when necessary

Models: Everest was first climbed in 1953. Right.
Milan is in north of Italy. Wrong-the north of Italy

Last year we visited Canada and United States.

Africa is much larger than Europe.

South of England is warmer than north.

We went to Spain for our holidays and swan in Mediterranean.
Tom has visited most countries in Western Europe.

A friend of mine used to work as a reporter in Middle East.
Next year we are going skiing in Swiss Alps.

Malta has been a republic since 1974.
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Nile is longest river in Africa.
United Kingdom consists of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Paraphrase the sentences so as to use the complex subject construction
Model: It is believed that the wanted man is living in New York.
The wanted man is believed to be living in New York.

It is said that many people are homeless after the floods.

It is known that the Prime Minister is in favour of the new law.

It is expected that the government will lose the election.

It is believed that the major cause of the weakening of the ozone layer is the
increasing amount of harmful chemicals.

It is stated that he drove through the town at 90 miles an hour.

It is expected that the population will increase to 61 million people.

Home Vocabulary Exercises

Arrange the following words into your own sentences

Covers, Great Britain, area, total, the, of, about, square, miles, 90000.
Is, 220 km, the, English Channel, wide.

Sea, the, important, must, routes, pass. The English Channel, through.
Many, there are, and, rivers, lakes.

The, 390 km, is, long, Severn.

Mainly, the, mountains, situated, in, are, Scotland.

London, city, the, is, population, with, the, 7 million, of, about.

In 1997, was, 75 years, expectancy, life, 80 years, men, for, women, for.

Fill in the blanks with the words given below

In ... of population other important cities include Birmingham, Liverpool, etc.

The European countries ... the coasts of the North Sea.

The advantageous position of Great Britain created ... conditions for trade.

Great Britain is nearly the same ... as the Federal Republic of Germany, New
Zealand and half the size of France.

England is the largest and most ... division of the island of Great Britain, making up
the south and east.

Life ... in 1997 was 75 years for men and 80 years for women.

By the year 2010, the population ... ... to increase to 61,127,000

Britain’s population is overwhelmingly ... , with 89.4 percent living in urban areas and
10.6 percent living in ... areas.

The United Kingdom ... ... in the west by the Irish Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.

to look into, to be bordered, urban, to be expected, expectancy, size, populous,
favorable, terms

Fill in the blanks with the prepositions given below
London is one ... the largest cities ... the world ... the population ... about 7 million.
... terms ... population other important cities include Birmingham and Liverpool.
The largest lakes ... Great Britain are Loch Lomond and Loch Ness.
Great Britain consists ... England, Scotland and Wales.
... south ... north Great Britain stretches ... over 900 km.
The territories ... six European countries look ... the coasts ... the North Sea.
The most important sea routes pass ... the English Channel and the North Sea.
It created favorable conditions ... the development ... shipping, trade and economy.
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for, of, of, into, of, through, from, to, for, of, in, of, of, of, in, with, of

Translate into English
KnumaTt bputaHum ymepeHHbIn 6narogaps tennbsiM Bogam [ronbcrpuma.
JleTom TemnepaTypa Bo3ayxa He npesblwaet 15 °C.
B uenom, noHmwxkeHne TemnepaTtypbl HUXe 0°C 3umon bbiBaeT peako.
BenukobputaHusa 3aHMMaeT TEPPUTOPUIO MOYTU PaBHYIO TEPPUTOPUSM
depnepaTtmeHon Pecnybnuku NepmaHumn, HoBon 3enaHgmm n nosioBUHE TEPPUTOPUN
®paHuyumn.
JTa-MaHLWw B camom y3Kkon YacTu Ha3sbiBaeTcs [lyBPCKMM NPOSIUBOM.
BeirogHoe reorpaduyeckoe nosoxeHue cosgano 6naronpusaTHble YCroBus Ans
pa3BUTUS NPOMbILLIIEHHOCTW, TOPrOB/AN N SKOHOMUKN B LLENOM.
BpuTaHus — ogHa U3 Hambornee rycto HacefneHHbIX CTpaH Mupa.
AHInunsa — camas 6onbluas n Hanbonee ryctoHaceneHHas YacTb CTPaHbl.
OxunpaeTcs, YTO HaceneHue cTpaHbl 3HauMTenbHO Bo3pacTeT k 2010 roay.
HaceneHwue cTtpaHbl 06nagaeT cCBOMCTBaMU, XapaKTepPHbIMU ANA COBPEMEHHOTO,
pa3BUTOro M NpoLBETAaloLLEro rocygapcTaa.

Text Comprehension Exercises

Listen to the text “Great Britain” and answer the following questions
The geographical position of the country is advantageous, isn’t it?
Is Great Britain a densely populated country?
What is Great Britain washed by?

Listen to the text again and say which of the following replies is correct
a) The total area of Great Britain is the same as the area of the Federal Republic of
Germany,
New Zealand and half size of France.
b) The total area of Great Britain is half the size of Canada.
c) The total area of Great Britain is the same as that of Spain.

a) The important sea routes don’t pass through the English Channel and the North
Sea.

b) The most important sea routes pass through the English Channel and the North
Sea linking Europe with the Americas and other continents.

c) The most important sea routes pass through the English Channel and the North
Sea linking Africa with Asia.

a) The mountains are mainly situated in England.
b) The mountains are mainly located in Northern Ireland.
c) The mountains are mainly located in Scotland and Wales.

a) The population of London is about 2 million.
b) The population of London is mainly 20 ml.
c) The population of London is mainly 6 ml.

a) In general the climate of Great Britain is rather cold.
b) In general the climate of Great Britain is pretty bad.
c) In general the climate is mild in Great Britain.



Text Exercises

Read the text and find in it English equivalents of the following words and word
combinations
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O6was Tepputopus, odumumanbHoe Ha3BaHWe, KBagpaTHbIe MUK, NPOoCTUpaeTcs,
camas LuMpokas 4acTb, KpOMe, COeAMHSATb, B LIefIoM, ryCTOHaceneHHas ctpaHa, no
YUCNEHHOCTM HaceneHuns, npoLBeTatoLLee rocy4apcTBo, FOPOACKON, CENbCKUMN,
cMmsaryaTb Temneparypy, peako, Hngepnangpbl

Read the text and answer the following questions

Where is Great Britain located?

What does Great Britain border on?

What created the advantageous position of the country?

What is the length of the Severn?

Where are the mountains mainly situated?

Where is Ben Nevis?

Do the most important sea routes link Europe with the Americas?

Does Great Britain stretch for over 900 km?

Is the narrowest part of Great Britain 60 km?

What is the total area of the country?

What is the population of Great Britain?

What are the rivers and lakes of Great Britain?

Agree or disagree with the following statements, in your answers use the standard
expressions of agreement or disagreement

The population of the country is about 600 million people.

Great Britain is the smallest island near Europe.

Great Britain is one of the most densely populated countries.

The population of London is about 2 million people.

In the west the British Isles are washed by the Pacific Ocean, in the south — by the
North Sea.

The territories of Spain, Italy, Hungary and Greece look into the coasts of the
North Sea.

The largest river of Great Britain, the Severn is 390 km long.

The largest lakes in Great Britain are Loch Lomond (70 sq.km) and Loch Ness

(56 sqg.km).

The highest mountain is Ben Nevis (1343m) in Wales.

Develop the following ideas, use the words and word combinations provided in
brackets

The geographical position of GB (the largest island, to consist of, the official title, the

English Channel, the North Sea, the widest part, the narrowest, the Strait of Dover,

the Irish Sea, the Atlantic Ocean).

Rivers and lakes in the British Isles (the Severn, the largest river, the largest lakes,

Loch Lomond, Loch Ness).

The population of GB (about 60 million, the most densely populated country, in terms

of population, urban areas, rural areas, life expectancy).

The climate of GB (a significant effect, the warm waters of the Gulf Stream, mild, the

surrounding waters, to moderate, the mean annual temperature, to exceed 32°C, to

drop below - 10°C).

Extend the following statements, use the text for your reference
GB consists of four parts.



London is one of the largest cities in the world.

The British Isles are washed by the seas and the oceans.

GB is a densely populated country.

The geographical position favoured the development of economy.
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Speak on:

a) the geographical position of GB: the total area, the seas and the ocean washing
GB, the nearest countries;

b) the rivers, lakes and mountains of GB;

c) the population and the largest cities;

d) the climate.

Text 2 Great Britain

Britain has the richest energy resources in the European Union (EU), mostly in the form of
oil and natural gas discovered in the North Sea. Today Britain is the world’s 8th largest
producer of crude oil and natural gas liquids. Refined oil products are one of Britain’s
major exports today, most of which are sold to European nations.

Other energy sources include coal and nuclear power. Coal was Britain’s traditional
source of energy for about 300 years. It was extensively mined, used and exported in large
quantities. But today coal has become far less important to the British economy. Most of its
resources had been exhausted, and cheaper overseas producers, particularly Poland,
South Africa and Australia made it less costly to import coal than to mine it. Besides rich
supplies of cheaper oil and gas have enabled many industries to switch to these other
fuels. Britain also has a number of nuclear energy facilities. Britain meets 26 per cent of its
energy needs through nuclear energy. Recently much research has been devoted to
developing biofuels — energy from wastes as well as solar energy, wind and waterpower.

Most of Britain’s mineral resources today are either exhausted or produced in small
quantities. Britain imports them for industrial production although small quantities of iron,
zinc, copper, lead, silver, gold are still mined. Raw materials for construction are important
and include limestone, sand, gravel, sandstone, clay, salt, potash, etc.

Today Britain is a major producer of industrial goods and provider of services as
well as a centre of world trade and finance. In Britain highly developed are such industries
as shipbuilding, coal, iron and steel, aircraft, textile, engineering, food processing, etc. It
produces machine-tools, electric power equipment, motor vehicles, paper and paper
products, clothes and other consumer goods. British industrial production also expanded
into communication equipment including fiber optics, computers, computer-controlled
machine-tools and robots. Scotland and Northern Ireland are noted for their production of
textiles and computers, especially linen from Northern Ireland and tweed from Scotland.

Britain remains an important manufacturing country although it imports large
quantities of manufactured goods from overseas, particularly vehicles and electronic
equipment. The leading traditional manufacturing regions of England are Greater London
and the regions around — Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds and Newcastle upon Tyne.

Britain’s land surface is minimal compared to many other nations but British
agriculture is very intensive and highly productive. More than half of the farms are devoted
to livestock farming-raising cattle for dairy products or beef, or raising sheep for wool and
meat. Most farming in Britain takes place in eastern and south central England and in
eastern Scotland. The principal crops are wheat, barley, rape seed. Other crops include
sugar beets, peas and beans. The extensive use of machines, fertilizers, pesticides and
biologically engineered seeds and plants has increased productivity dramatically.
However, these modern farming techniques have drawn criticism from people concerned
about the use of chemicals and their effect on the environment.



The United Kingdom (UK) is a constitutional monarchy which means that the head
of the state is a monarch with limited powers. The present monarch is Queen Elizabeth Il.
She has been on the throne since her coronation in 1953. Royalty succeeds royalty by
birth. As the official head of the state the Queen formally summons and dismisses the
Parliament and the ministers of the Cabinet. As in reality the government carries out the
most important duties, the work of the monarch largely consists of signing papers and
performing ceremonial functions.

The political structure of the country comprises two Houses of Parliament: the
House of Lords and the House of Commons. The House of Lords today is more a place of
discussion and debate than of power. It normally passes legislation already approved by
the House of Commons. Its members are not elected. The House of Lords is comprised of
people of distinction: some by birth and some through political achievement. The full
membership of the House of Lords numbers more than 1100 but only about a third attends
Parliament on a daily basis.

The House of Commons is the source of real political power in the U.K. Members of
the House of Commons are elected from geographical constituencies and each MP
represents approximately 60 000 people. The House of Commons includes 659 members.

The general election is held every 5 years and the leader of the party who gains the
most votes becomes Prime Minister. Acting through the Cabinet and in the name of the
monarch the Prime Minister exercises all of the theoretical powers of the Crown, including
making appointments.

The main political parties of the UK are the Labour and the Conservative parties.
The Liberal Democratic party forms the third major force in Parliament today. Among minor
parties are the Scottish Nationalist Party, the Welsh Nationalist Party, the Green party and
others.

The U.K. is one of the founding members of the United Nations (UN) and occupies
one of the 5 permanent seats in the United Nations Security Council, the most powerful
body in the UN. Britain also plays an important part in the European Union (EU), an
organization dedicated to economic cooperation among European countries. Britain’s
defence policy rests on its membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
Perhaps, the most historically significant international organization the UK belongs to is the
Commonwealth. It consists of 54 members that have a historical connection to Britain. This
organization supports developed and less developed countries economically, politically
and socially. Britain belongs to many other international organizations such as
International Monetary Fund (IMF), Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD).

A. Active Vocabulary

Nouns and Noun Phrases
Commonwealth - cogpyxecTtBo
constitutional monarchy — KOHCTUTYLMOHHas MOHaPXKS
consumer goods — noTpebuTensckne ToBapsbl
Crop - C.X. KynbTypa
dairy products — MOno4Hble NPOAYKThI
defence policy — o6opoHHasa nonuTuka
farming - s3emnegenve
general election — o6wwne BbIGOPLI
head of the state — rnaBa rocygapctsa
House of Commons — nanara OB6LwuH
House of Lords — nanata Jlopaos
livestock farming - >xMBOTHOBOACTBO
manufacture - nponssoacTeo



natural resources — NnpnpogHbIe pecypchbl
raw materials - cbipbe

source - UICTOYHUK

supply - 3anac

Verbs and Verbal Phrases

belong to smth. — npuHagnexaTtb, 6bITb YacTblo Yero-nNnbo
comprise — 3aknto4yaTb B cebe, oxBaTbiBaTb

devote to smth. - nocesaAwartb

dismiss - pacnyckaTb

enable — naBaTb BO3MOXHOCTb

exercise power — NPOSABNAATb, NPUMEHATb, OCYLLLECTBNATL BNacTb
exhaust - ucrowatb

elect — nsbupatb

gain the most votes — nony4nTb 60NBLUMHCTBO rONIOCOB
make appointment — Ha3Ha4yaTb Ha JOMKHOCTb

meet needs — ygoBneTBopATb NOTPEOGHOCTU

mine - gobbIBaThb

perform - BbINONHATb

provide - obecneunBaTb

reduce — ymeHbLlaTb, COKpaLaTb

sign - nognucbiBaTb

summon - co3blBaTb

support — nogoepxmeatb

Adjectives

major — rnaBHbIA, OCHOBHOW
MINOr - He3HaYNTENbHbIN
principal — rnaBHbIN, OCHOBHOMN

B. Passive Vocabulary
beans - 606bi
beef - roBaguHa
clay - rmmHa
coal - yronb
constituency — nsdbupartenbHbIn OKpyr
copper - Mmeapb
crude oil — cbipas HedTb
fertilizer - ynobpeHue
fiber optics — BonokoHHasa onTuka
fuel - Tonnmeo
gravel - rpaBui
iron - >xxeneso
lead - cBuHeL,
legislation - 3akoHOAaTENLCTBO
limestone - n3BecTHAK
linen — nonoTHO
liquid - xxngkocTb
machine-tool - ctaHok



membership - YUneHcTBO

pea — ropox (MH. 4.)

people of distinction — 3HaTHbLIE NoAn

potash — notaw (kap6oHaTt Kanus)

rape seed — pancoBoe cems

refined oil product — ounLLeHHbIN (CBETNLIN) HEhTENPOOYKT
sand - necok

sandstone - nec4yaHuk

seed - cemda (obupar.), cemeHa, 3epHO

sugar beet —caxapHas cBekna

surface - NOBEpPXHOCTb

tweed — TBMg (MaTepwuan)

vehicle — cyxonyTHoe TpaHcnopTHOE CpenCTBO
wheat - nwennya

wastes — oTbpochkl, 0OTX0Aab!

approve- ogoopsTb

dedicate — nocBsawWwaTtb

draw criticism — BbI3bIBaTb KPUTUKY

expand — pacwmpaTb

raise cattle — BblpalumBaTb CKOT

rest on — ocHoBbIBaTb(CA)

notably — 3ameTHO, 3HaunTeNbHO; 0COBEHHO, BECbMA

Class Exercises

Repeat and translate into Russian

a)the following words with the stress on the first syllable:

source, farming, summon, sign, major, minor, Commonwealth, general, dairy,

exercise, mine

b)the following words with the stress on the second syllable:
resources, supply, belong, comprise, devote, dismiss, enable, exhaust, elect,
reduce, support, increase, significant, perform

c) the following words and word combinations with 2 or more stresses:
consumer goods, constitutional monarchy, dairy products, general election, House
of Commons, House of Lords, livestock farming, raw materials, exercise power,
gain the most votes, meet needs, defence policy, head of the state, make
appointments

Repeat and translate into Russian the following sentences

. Most of Britain’s resources had been exhausted and cheaper overseas producers

made it less costly to import coal than to mine it.

Britain remains an important industrial country although it imports large quantities of
manufactured goods from overseas.

More than half of the farms are devoted to livestock farming — raising cattle for dairy
products or beef, or raising sheep for wool and meat.

. As the official head of the state the monarch formally summons and dismisses the

Parliament and the ministers of the Cabinet.

In reality the government carries out the most important duties.

The work of the monarch largely consists of signing papers and performing
ceremonial functions.

Acting through the Cabinet the Prime Minister exercises all of the theoretical powers of
the Crown.



8. Britain’s defence policy rests on its membership in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO)
9. The Commonwealth supports developed and less developed countries of the world
economically, politically and socially.
10.Members of the House of Commons are elected from geographical constituencies and
each MP represents approximately 60 000 people.
11.The major political parties of Britain are the Conservative and Labour parties.
il. Form and translate into Russian
a). nouns of the following verbs using the suffixes — tion; -ment; -ance; -al; -er/-or; -
ison; -ion; -sion
devote, reduce, dismiss, elect, appoint, contribute, produce, achieve, construct,
compare, exhaust, provide, perform, consume, attend
b). verbs of the following nouns
government, election, achievement, discussion, consumer, equipment, provider,
meeting, devotion, development, communication, appointment, cooperation,
connection, organization

Iv. Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with similar meaning
a). reduce, comprise, principal, energy, devote, significant, manufacture, supplier,
exhaust, part
b). major, dedicate, provider, important, decrease, role, use up, include, power,
produce

V. Arrange the words of the two groups in pairs with contrary meaning
a). import, quantity, increase, summon, approve, cheap, liquid, major, defence
b). decrease, attack, disapprove, quality, export, dismiss, solid, minor, costly

VI. Make up your own sentences with the following words and word combinations
mineral resources; oil products; major exports; exhaust; produce; small quantities; raw
materials; import; important manufacturing country; industrial centers; intensive agriculture;
livestock farming; constitutional monarchy; parliament; comprise; House of Commons;
House of Lords; general election; 5 years

Special Difficulties

l. Use the words in brackets to complete the sentences. Use much /a bit/ far (= a lot)
/a lot/ a little/ slightly (=a little) + a comparative form when necessary

Model: Her illness was much more serious than we thought at first. (much/serious).

I’m afraid the problem is ... it seems. (much/complicated).

The state of things with natural resources in Britain is ...we may think (much/serious).
| enjoyed our visit to the National Gallery of Art. It was ... | expected (far / interesting)
Today oil and gas have become ... to the British economy. (far/important)

At present Britain imports ... coal than it exports. (much/much).

It's ...to learn a foreign language in the country where it is spoken (a lot/easy).

Don’t go to London by train It’s ...(a lot/expensive).

How can | get to Trafalgar Square? It’s not far from here. Could you speak ...

I’'m a foreigner. (a little/slowly).

O NGO RA W

/A Choose and use the words per cent /percentage




-

Ohw

—

2l

ONDO AW

©

NOOREWN =™~

S 0 G

o

© N

l.

We didn’t think the ... is fair enough.

The chairwoman of the education committee said a 20 ... reduction in education
spending was forecast.

The administration has acknowledged that the national output declined 2.4 ... .
A small ... of listeners tune in to Radio Moscow.

The largest ... of heat generated is utilizable, but the rest escapes.

Choose and use the words policy / politics

An English proverb says, “Honesty is the best ... .”

It's a high time you changed your ... of marketing the goods only in selected stores.
Frankly, he is not interested in ... .

The ... of establishing long-term cooperation is beneficial for both countries.

The ... of the new chief was to call for quarterly reports from each office.

Among European countries Britain’s defense ... rests on its membership in NATO.

Choose the infinitive or — ing form

| try to avoid to work/working overtime.

Would you agree to work/working on the weekend once a month, £ you could have
days off during the week?

| don’t know anybody who enjoys to fill in ffilling in forms.

| have just begun to understand/understanding how this organization really works.
Excuse me a minute — | think I've forgotten to turn off/turning off my computer.

Did you mind to find out / finding out who was behind the decision?

She seems to like / liking the added responsibility her new job gives her.

The work of the Queen consists of signing / to sign papers and performing / to
perform ceremonial functions.

Most farms of Britain are devoted to raising / to raise cattle for dairy products or meat.

Home Vocabulary Exercises

Arrange the following words into your own sentences

In, energy, European, Britain, the richest, has, resources, Union, the.

Is, industrial, Britain, a, goods, today, producer, major, of.

Production, for, raw, imports, industrial, materials, Britain.

Are, rape seed, the wheat, crops, principal, barley, and.

Is, the, state, monarch, head, of, the.

Years, Britain, election, held, every, is, general, in, five.

As, shipbuilding, industries, coal, textile, such, are, engineering, developed, in,
aircraft, highly, Britain.

Of, 8th, Britain, today, world’s, the producer, oil, largest, gas, and, natural, is.

Fill in the blanks with the words given below

Coal was extensively ..., used and exported in large quantities.

Rich ... of cheaper oil and gas have enabled industries to switch to other fuels.
Much research ... ... ... to developing biofuels.

Britain produces machine — tools, electric power equipment, fiber optics, paper
products, computers and other ... goods.

Most ... in Britain takes place in eastern and south central England and in eastern
Scotland.

Members of ... ... ... ... are ... from geographical constituencies.

The leader of the party who ... the most ... becomes Prime Minister.

The Liberal Democratic party forms the third ... force in Parliament today.
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major; has been devoted; mined; votes; the House of Commons; farming; consumer;
supplies; gains; elected

Fill in the blanks with the prepositions given below
Most ... Britain’s refined oil products are sold .. European nations.
Britain meets 26 per cent ... its energy needs ... nuclear energy.
Scotland and Northern Ireland are noted ... their production ... textiles and
computers.
The House ... Lords is comprised ... people ... distinction some ... birth and some ...
political achievement.
About 74 per cent of Britain’s land is devoted ... agriculture.
Britain’s industrial production also expanded ... communication equipment including
fiber optics, computer-controlled machine-tools and robots.
Britain belongs ... many international organizations and plays an important part ...
their activities.
The Commonwealth consists ... 54 members worldwide that have a connection ...
Britain.

by, through, of, into, for, to, in

Translate into English
BpuTtaHus nmeet Goratenume aHepropecypcol B EBponenckom Cotose, rnaBHbIM
obpasom B BMAe HedTH 1 rasa.
CerogHs 605bLWNHCTBO NPUPOAHBLIX pecypcoB bputaHum nmbo nctoLeHbl, NMbo
AoObIiBaloTCA B HEOONbLUMX KONMYECTBAX.
BpuTaHusa cuntaeTcs BaXKHOW NPOMbILLIIEHHON CTPaHOW B MUPE, HECMOTPS Ha
UMMOPT TOBAPOB M3-3a rpaHuLbl, 0OCOBEHHO TPAHCMNOPTHbLIX CPEACTB U 3NIEKTPOHHOIO
obopyaoBaHu4.
BonbwnHcTBO (bepm B BpuUtaHum 3aHnMaeTca pa3BegeHMeM ckoTa Ass NonyyYeHns
MSICOMOJSIOYHbIX MPOAYKTOB U pa3BeeHMeM OBeL, ANns NoslyYeHnsa Msica n WepCcTu.
MHTEeHCMBHOE MCNOSb30BaHUEe TEXHUKU, yOOOpEeHUN aenaeT cenbckoe X03s1MCTBO
BpuTaHMn BLICOKONPOAYKTUBHbLIM.
BennkobputaHusa — KOHCTUTYLIMOHHAA MOHaPXUS, YTO O3HA4aeT, YTO rnaBown
rocygapcrea sBnsieTcss MoHapXx, obnagatrowmnn orpaHMY4eHHOM BAACTbIO.
MonuTtuyeckas CTpykTypa CTpaHbl BKNtoYaeT 2 nanatbl: nanaty O6WwuH n nanaty
Jlopoos.
PeanbHas BnacTb B cTpaHe npuHaanexut nanate O6LwuH.
O6uwme BbIbOpbI B bpuTaHun npoBoasaTcs Kaxable 5 neT, n n3dbmpatoTcsa TONbKO
yneHbl nanaTtbl OOLWKH.
PykoBoantens napTum, KOTOPbIK NOMYy4nn 60MbLIMHCTBO rOfI0COB Ha Bblbopax,
CTaHOBUTCS NPEMbEP MUHUCTPOM.
CoppyxeCTBO OKasbIBaeT coLmanbHy, 9KOHOMUYECKYIO U NOSUTUYECKYHO
noaaepXKy MeHee pasBUTbIM rocyapcTBam.

Text Comprehension Exercises

Listen to the text and answer the following questions
What energy resources has Britain?

What does Britain produce?

Who is the present monarch of Britain?



Il.  Listen to the text again and say which of the following replies is correct
1. Today Britain is the world’s

a). first; b). 8th; c). 20th largest producer of crude oil and natural gas liquids.
Britain meets a). 26%; b). 45%; c). 80% of its energy needs through nuclear energy.
British industrial production expanded into a). food processing; b). communication
equipment; c). motor vehicles.
4. Greater London, Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds and Newcastle upon Tyne are the

leading a). educational; b). agricultural; c). manufacturing regions of England.

5. The present monarch Queen Elizabeth |l has been on the throne since her coronation
ina). 1948; b). 1961; c). 1953.
The real power in the country belongs to a). the Queen; b).government; ¢) Parliament.
One of the most significant organizations Britain belongs to is a). NATO; b).
International Monetary Fund; c). Commonwealth

W N

N

Text Exercises

l. Read the text and find in it English equivalents of the following words and word

combinations

cblpass HeddTb, OYMLLEHHblE HedTsHble MPOAYKTbI, MCTOLWATb, Cbipbe, W3BECTHSIK,
AobbiBaTh, TONNMBO, XXenes3o, MuHa, NecyYaHuK, BOMIOKOHHAasi ONTWUKa, XMBOTHOBOACTBO,
WHTEHCMBHOE MCNONb30BaHWE TEXHUKN N YyAOOPEHUIN, KOHCTUTYLMOHHAA MOHapXxusl, rnasa
rocygapcrea, Co3blBaTb W pacnyckaTb MaprnaMeHT, 3aKkoHO4aTenbCTBO, WCTOYHUK
peanbHOW BnacTu, u3bupartenbHbin OKPYr, AOMy4YUTb OGOMBLLUMHCTBO rOMOCOB, obLime
BblOOPbI, OCYLLECTBNATbL TEOPEeTUYECKYld BNacTb, MNOCTOsiHHOe uneHctBo B  OOH,
MOCBSILLEHHbIN  3KOHOMUYECKOMY COTPYAHMYECTBY, coapyxecTBo, MexayHapoaHbin
BantoTHbIn oHA

Read the text and answer the following questions

Why does Britain import many raw materials for industry?

What has enabled many industries to switch to such fuels as oil and gas?
What biofuels are now being investigated?

What industries are developed in Britain?

What did British industrial production expand into?

What are Scotland and Northern Ireland noted for?

What are the leading traditional manufacturing regions of England?
Where does most of farming take place?

What has dramatically increased the productivity of Britain’s agriculture?
10. What power has the monarch as the head of the state?

11. What does the political structure of Britain comprise?

12. Are members of both Houses of Parliament elected?

13.. Who has real power in Britain?

14. 'What are the main political parties of Britain?

15, What international organizations does Britain take part in?

OCONDOARWN ==

Ill.  Agree or disagree with the following statements? In your answers use the
expressions of agreement or disagreement

1 Britain is rich in natural resources.

2 Coal is the main source of energy nowadays.

3.  Britain is an important manufacturing country of the world.

4. Britain’s land surface is minimal compared to many other nations.

5 More than half of all farms are devoted to livestock farming.

6. The Queen is the head of the government.
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Ministers of the Cabinet are appointed by Parliament.

All members of the House of Lords attend Parliament sessions on a daily basis.
The House of Commons include more than 1100 members.

The U.K. is one of the founding members of the United Nations (UN).

Develop the following ideas, use the words and word combinations provided in
brackets

Most of Britain’s mineral resources are either exhausted or produced in small

quantities (exhaust, industrial production, import, iron, copper, lead, mine,

construction, raw materials, limestone, sand, clay).

Britain has a highly developed industry (develop, industries, textile, linen, tweed,

Scotland, Northern Ireland, coal, iron, engineering, leading, food processing,

manufacturing regions, Greater London, Manchester, Leeds).

Livestock farming is developed in the country (farms, most, livestock farming, devote,

raise cattle, sheep, beef, dairy products, wool, meat).

Prime Minister is democratically elected by the population (general election, to hold,

Prime Minister, every five years, party, gain the most votes, become, Cabinet, act,

theoretical power, exercise, in the name of the monarch, make appointments,

Crown).

The most historically significant international organization the UK belongs to is the

Commonwealth (54 members, consist of, Britain, historical connection, leaders and

groups, unite, support, less developed, developed, economically, politically, socially,

areas of the world).

Extend the following statements, use the text for reference

Britain has the richest energy resources in the European Union.

Britain is the major producer of industrial goods.

Britain’s agriculture is very intensive and highly productive.

The U.K. is a constitutional monarchy with the Queen as the head of the state.

The political structure of the British Parliament comprises two Houses: The House of
Commons and the House of Lords.

There are a lot of political parties in Britain.

Britain participates in the activities of many international organizations.

Speak on:

a). natural resources of Britain; b). industries of Britain; c). Britain’s agriculture; d). political
structure of the country; e). the Queen as the head of the state and her functions;
f). political parties of Britain; g). international activities of Britain.

PART Il Conversation: A Visit to London

Standard Phrases

Things couldn’t be better = Bce nget xopouwo
Everything is going well.
What's new with you? YTto y Tebst HoBoro?

How did you enjoy your stay in Britain? Kak Tebe noHpaBunocb 1Boe

npebbiBaHue B bputaHmn?

Oh, very much indeed OuyeHb noHpaBunocb
What impressed you most of YTto npounsseno Ha Tebs camoe
all in London? cunbHoe Bne4vaTtneHue B JlIoHOoHe?



It

’s difficult to describe it in one word TpyaHo ckasaTb OAHUM CITOBOM

It's London’s principal attraction OT0 rmaesHas gocronpumedaTesnibHoCTb JIoHOoHa
What would you advise me to start C 4yero 6bl Tbl MHEe NocoBeToBan

my sightseeing tour with? HayaTb OCMOTP AocTonpumMedaTenbHOCTEN
Tastes differ, you know Buguwb nu, o BKycax He crnopsiT

What are you keen on? Yem Tbl yBrekaewbca?

| believe you should begin with ... A cumTato, 4YTo Tebe cneayeT HayaTb C ...
What'’s the National gallery famous for? Yem 3HameHuTa HaunoHanbHas ranepen?

| see £CHO, NOHATHO

You are welcome Moxanyncta

l.
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Complete the missing standard phrases in the following conversations
- Hi, how are you today?

- Great. Things ... ... ...

-What'snew ... ... ?

- I've just come back from London.

- | see.

—Howdidyou ............... 7

- Oh, ... .......We could see a great deal within 10 days of our visit.
- What did your program include?

T - |1 [0 I

— What ... you most of all in London?

- Well, it's difficult ... ... ... ... ... ... May be ... ... ... ,it's London’s ... ... .

- Haveyouseen......... 7

- Yes, | have. ... ... ... is very interesting. It usually attracts a lot of tourists.
. - What would you advise me ... ... ... ... ?

- Tastes ..., you know. What ... ... ... ... ?

- History and culture
- | ... you should begin with ... ... ....

- Thanks a lot.

- You......

- What's the National Gallery ... ... ?

- The Gallery is ... ... a rich collection of paintings.

Translate the following short conversations with standard phrases into English
- [NpuBerT, kak gena?

- Bce xopouwuo,

- Yto y Tebsa HoBoOro?

- A Tonbko 4YTO BepHyncsa ua JloHgoHa.

. — Kak Tebe noHpaBunocb TBoe npebbiBaHne B bputaHun?
- O4eHb NOHpaBMNOCh.A yBMaEn MHOMO MHTEPECHbIX MECT.
- Kakwne ropoga Tbl nocetun?
- JlongoH, Maasro, Jluac n 3amnHbypr.

- Yto npousBeno Ha Tebs camoe cunbHoe Bne4vaTneHue B JIOHOOHE?
- TpygHo ckasaTb ogHUM crioBoM. MoxeT ObITb, cobop cB. [1aBna, 3To ogHa u3
rmaBHbIX AocTonpumeYdaTensHocTen JIoHaoHa.

- Tbl BUAen ocduumnanbHyo peanaeHumno kopornesbl B JloHaoHe?



- [Ha. OyeHb MHTEpeCHa LepeMoHUs CMEeHbI Kapayna, KoTopasi NpoXoanT
exegHesBHo B 11.30 yTpa nepen bykeHremckum gBopLoM. ITa LepeMOoHUs Bcerga
npusBriekaeT MHOIO TYPUCTOB.

5. - C yero 6bl Tbl MHE NOCOBETOBA Ha4aTb OCMOTpP AgocTtonpumMedarternb-

6.
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HocTen B JloHgoHe?
- Buawnwb nn, o BKycax He cnopsaT. Yem Thbl yBrekaewbes?
- WcTtopuen n kynbTypon.
- Torpa Tebe cnegyeT HayaTb ¢ HaumoHanbHoOM ranepeun n MNMapnameHTa.

- Yem 3HameHnTa HaunoHanbHas ranepes?

- OHa 3HameHuTa 6oraToun Konnekumnemn KapTUH, HanMCaHHbIX BenM4yanLinmMmm
XyOOXHUKaMn EBpOHbI.

Listen to the conversation “A Visit to London” and answer the following questions
Who has been to London?

Has he seen much of the city?

What impressed him most of all in London?

What's the National Gallery famous for?

Why do we say the Houses of Parliament?

What famous artists does the Gallery exhibit?

Listen to the conversation “A Visit to London” again and read it imitating the
speakers’ pronunciation

Good morning, Oleg.

Good morning, Boris. How are you today?

Just fine, thanks. And how are you?

Great. Things couldn’t be better.

What's new with you?

I've just come back from London.

Have you? How interesting? How did you enjoy your stay in Britain?

Oh, very much indeed we could see a great deal within 10 days of our visit.

What did your program include?

London, Glasgo, Leeds and Edinburgh.

What impressed you most of all in London?

Well, it's difficult to describe it in one word. May be St. Paul’s Cathedral, it's London’s
principal attraction and one of the finest pieces of architecture in Europe.

Have you seen the London residence of the Queen?

Yes, | have. The famous ceremony of changing of the guards is very interesting. It
usually attracts a lot of tourists. It takes place at 11.30 a.m. at the Buckingham
Palace.

What would you advise me to start my sightseeing tour with?

Tastes differ, you know. What are you keen on?

History and culture.

Then | believe you should begin with the National Gallery and the Houses of
Parliament.

What'’s the National Gallery famous for?

It is famous for a rich collection of paintings. It represents more schools of painting
than any other European Gallery.

What famous artists does the Gallery exhibit?

It exhibits paintings of almost all the great European masters.

And why do you say the Houses of Parliament and not the House of Parliament?



- In fact, there are two chambers in the British Parliament and they are called Houses,
the place is really wonderful. Something you can never forget.

- Oh, | see. Thanks.

- You are welcome.

VI.  Memorize and play out the conversation

VIl. Role play the following situations

1. You've just come back from London. Your friends ask you about its places of interests
and your impressions.

2. You’ve come to London but you're busy all the time. You've got three days at your
disposal. Ask your friend what to see in the city as a first choice.

3. Your friend is going to Great Britain. He is interested in painting. Help him to plan his
visit there.

PART Il Supplementary Reading

l. Read about the British Flag and say which country is not represented in the flag of
the U.K.?

The National Flag of the U.K.

i

The Union flag is so called because it embodies the emblems of three countries united
under one Sovereign. Itis colloquially known as the Union Jack. (“Union” for the Union of
England and Scotland in 1606, “jack “as flown on the jack staff (a small flagstaff of ships
showing their nationality). On the flag appear:

(1) The red cross of Saint George for
England on the white ground;

(2) The white diagonal cross of Saint
Andrew for Scotland on the blue ground;

X

(3) The red diagonal cross of Saint Patrick
for Ireland on the white ground.

The Welsh flag (the red dragon on the white and green ground) does not appear on the
Union Flag. The Irish cross was put into the flag after the Act of Union of Ireland with
England and Wales and Scotland in 1801 and remains there although only Northern
Ireland is a part of the United Kingdom; Southern Ireland is an independent republic.

Read information about national emblems and name them.



Each country also has a national “emblem” or a sign. The English emblem is a red
rose. The Welsh emblem is a vegetable or a flower — a leek or a daffodil. The Scottish
emblem is a wild plant — a thistle. And the Irish emblem is another wild plant — a shamrock.

How many of these traditional songs do you know?
Happy Birthday To You — You sing this song at birthday parties.
People all over the world sing it.
Auld Lang Syne — This is a song from Scotland. Most people only sing it once a year, on
New Year’'s Eve. “Auld Lang Syne” means “a long time ago”. The song says, “we must
never forget old friends”.
God Save the Queen — This is Britain’s national song or “anthem”.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN

God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen —

Send her victorious,

Happy and glorious,

Long to reign over us,

God save the Queen.

. Read the text “Royal Family Profile”

Britain is a constitutional monarchy. Sovereign is the head of the state, but not the
head of the government. On the advice of the biggest political party in the Parliament, the
Sovereign officially appoints the head of the government (Prime Minister).

Since the time of King George Il in the 18th century, no monarch has attempted to
head the Government.

Queen Elizabeth I, the current British monarch, was crowned in 1953 after the
death of her father, King George VI. The Queen was born on 25 April 1926. She also has
an official birthday in June. This is marked by one of many state occasions — “The
Trooping of the Color”. She has an income of 7.9 million pounds a year of taxpayers’
money. In return, she carries cut many public duties. This includes the Opening of
Parliament, receiving heads of states from other countries and travelling extensively
overseas. She has four children: Prince Charles, the eldest, the heir to the throne; princess
Anne; prince Andrew and prince Edward.

The other members of the Royal Family, including the Queen Mother who is 100
years old, also carry out many official visits and public duties.
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Answer the following questions

Who is the head of the state in Britain?

Who appoints the Prime Minister of Great Britain?
When was the Queen born?

How is her birthday marked in Britain?

What duties does the Queen carry out?

Whom does her family consist of?

Tell us what information you’ve learnt about the Royal Family; the power the Royal
Family has.

What do you know about the British Parliament? How many of the questions below
can you answer?

The first Parliament in Britain was held in ... a). 1066; b). 1241; c). 1605

There are two Houses in the British Parliament. One is called the House of
Commons. What is the other called?

Members of the House of Commons are called Members of Parliament (MPs). How
many MPs are there? a). fewer than 500; b). fewer than 600; c). more than 600
Approximately how many of these MPs are women? a). less than 5%; b). less than
10%; c). less than 20%

Each MP represents an area of the country. This area is called ...a). a place; b). a
constituency; c). a post.

The head of the British government is called ... a). the Prime Minister; b). the
President; c). the Leader.

Margaret Thatcher was Prime Minister from 1979 to 1990.

She was the first woman Prime Minister ...a). since 1900; b). since 1800; c). that
Britain had had.

How old do you have to be to vote in a general election? a). 16; b). 18; c). 21
Governments are elected in general elections, where everyone is entitled to vote. In
Britain a general election is held ... a). every four years; b). every five years; c).
whenever the government wants but within five years

After every general election MPs elect one of their number to chair their debates and
to make sure they obey the rules of Parliament. This MPs is called ...a). the Lord
Chancellor; b). the speaker; c). the Chairman

When a MP dies ...a). his/her seat remains vacant until the next general election;b).
another MP takes over the seat; c). a local election is held to choose a new MP
Which three of the following are the largest British parties? a). Plaid Cymru; b). the
Communist Party; c). the Conservative Party; d). the Green Party; e). the Labour
Party; f). the Liberal Democrats; g). the Scottish National Party; h). the National Front

Read the text and name the things you should do to get to know the English
How to Get to Know the English

It is often said that the English are cold and unfriendly, but in fact this is because

they are rather shy. If you are a foreigner there are a number of ways to get to know the
English. For example, imagine you are in a park where there are lots of people with dogs.
You can say to someone “What a lovely dog you have!” This is a very good way to start a
conversation, even if a dog isn’t lively at all. In fact, the English love dogs very much.

Another way is to stand at the bus stop and say “What extraordinary weather we

are having!” Remember that everyone thinks the weather in England is extraordinary. The



other person will say “Yes, it's too hot” if it's sunny and “Yes, it's wonderful for the garden”
if it's raining. Then, anyone, who is listening will disagree, because no one agrees about
the weather in England. After five minutes you have made lots of friends (and a few
enemies, as well).

Another good way is to stand on a street corner with a map looking lost. After only
two or three minutes, someone comes up to you and gives directions. Sometimes two or
more people offer their help. Everyone suggests a different route because no one knows
how to get there or even where you are at the moment. But that’s not the point. The point
is get to know the English, not to find the way After all, you have got a map for that.

But the best way is to go into a pub and ask in a loud voice “Can | buy anyone a
drink?” This is universal to get to know people. Of course, it's quite expensive, but you
can’t put a price on friends, can you?

Notes

shy - 3acTteHumBbIN, direction - HanpasneHve

VI. Work in pairs. Discuss the things you should do to get to know people in your
country.
Do you know that in Britain:
- strangers usually don’t talk to each other on trains;
- it is polite to queue for everything: buses, theatre tickets, in shops, etc;
- people say “thank you ” when they give money to a shop assistant;
- people open presents in front of people they receive them from;
- people don’t take their shoes off when whey enter a house;
- people wash in their own bath water.
These are national habits. What are the national habits in your country? Do you find
any British habits strange and unusual? Do you share any of these habits with the
British?

PART IV Speech Exercises

1. Imagine you are a teacher giving a lesson of geography. Tell your students all you
know about Great Britain.

2.  You are a journalist. Interview a student from London University. What questions are
you going to ask him?

3. Speakon: a). your sea trip to Great Britain; b). your friend’s sea trip to Great Britain;
¢). your first impressions of visiting London.

4.  What will you write to your friend about your stay in Great Britain?

5. _ You are planning to visit Great Britain. You've never been there before. Phone the
travel agency and ask what you are interested in.

Key to exercise for:
1. b; 2. The house of Lords; 3. ¢(630); 4. B (7%) ;5. b; 6.a; 7. ¢c; 8. b; 9. ¢;10. b; 11. c;
12.¢c, e, f.
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